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The programs included in this guide were submitted by 

participants in the 2008 Ohio Summit on Children. 
 
 

Programs marked with    were featured in the  
Promising and Proven Approaches video at the summit. 



ADOPTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ashtabula County  
PROGRAM NAME Adoption Collage/Video for Families 
TARGET POPULATION Ashtabula County Adoptive Families  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Support for Adoptive Child & Family 
DESCRIPTION Still pictures & video are taken of each adoption hearing. Collages are 

made, mounted on plaques & given to families along with a videotape 
of the hearing. Copies of the collages are given to the Juvenile Court 
Judge & the caseworkers. 

CONTACT Nick Kerosky, Executive Director 
Ashtabula County Children Services 
3914 “C” Court, P.O. Box 1175 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 
(440) 998-1811 
nkerosky@alltel.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Hamilton County, Southwest Ohio 
PROGRAM NAME Hamilton County Permanency Section 
TARGET POPULATION All children in Hamilton County who are legally available for adoption 

as a result of abuse, neglect and/or dependency. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Adoption 
DESCRIPTION Hamilton County implemented a new Child Focused Recruitment Unit 

to assist with increasing permanency outcomes for children available for 
adoption, the staff review old records to find potential adoptive families 
and work closely with the children to develop child focused recruitment 
plans to assist with finding them permanent homes. Additionally, we 
have specialized units (Family Units and Child Units) within the section 
to ensure that workers can provide one on one attention to available 
children needs and waiting families. 

CONTACT Mary Eck 
Hamilton County 
222 E. Central Parkway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 946-7405 
eckm@jfs.hamilton-co.org 
www.hcadopt.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County  
PROGRAM NAME Adoption Readiness Group 
TARGET POPULATION Teens/children in custody of CSB  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prepare teens/older children for adoption 
DESCRIPTION Group process helping the adolescent look at and prepare for 

adoption. 
CONTACT Michael Ruffin – Director of Clinical Services 

Miami County Mental Health Center 
3130 North Dixie Highway 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-7166 
mruffin@uvmc.com  
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ADOPTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County 
PROGRAM NAME Adoption Support Group 
TARGET POPULATION Families in Miami County that have adopted a child 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Adoption support 
DESCRIPTION Agency facilitated a support group for adoptive parents where speakers 

provided educational information regarding adoptive issues and 
adoptive families exchange experiences. An activity group was provided 
for the children. 

CONTACT Cathy Cornell, Adoption Supervisor 
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Road 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
cornec@odjfs.state.oh.us  
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AGENCY CUSTODY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Butler County 
PROGRAM NAME Porchlight 
TARGET POPULATION Emancipated Youth 

4 women 
4 men’s home to open June 1 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Homelessness of Emancipated Youth 
DESCRIPTION The Porchlight Program is a residence for young adults ranging from 

age 18-21 who have emancipated from the Butler Co. Child Welfare 
System. These young adults are welcomed by staff into a home setting. 
By providing structured support, and community based services they 
are taught the necessary skills to be self-sufficient adults in the 
community. 

CONTACT Donna Lang, Director of Special Projects 
Butler County Children Services 
300 N. Fair Avenue 
Hamilton, OH 45011 
(513) 887-4292 
Langd01@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Hamilton County  
PROGRAM NAME Everyday Heroes Foster Parent Recruitment Campaign 
TARGET POPULATION Potential eligible foster parents in Hamilton County  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Shortage of available local foster homes 
DESCRIPTION Hamilton County Job and Family Services, along with 12 other 

community partners, is conducting a marketing campaign to attract 
new foster homes.  The campaign, called Everyday Heroes, shows foster 
parents are superheroes just by providing stable homes to children in 
need.  This advertising and grassroots effort will run in Cincinnati 
through 2008 with the goal of recruiting 100 new homes. 

CONTACT Kristen Frissora, Public Affairs Specialist 
Hamilton County Job and Family Services 
222 E. Central Parkway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 946-2137 
info@fosterhero.com 
www.fosterhero.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Hamilton County 
PROGRAM NAME Family Nurturing Center 
TARGET POPULATION Families involved with children’s services 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Facilitated visitation to support permanency planning 
DESCRIPTION Public/private partnership between Hamilton County Job and Family 

Services and Family Nurturing Center to provide facilitated visitation 
services. The goal is to enhance permanency planning and quicker 
reunification for families. 

CONTACT Sandra Costa, MSW, LISW – Coordinator 
Hamilton County Job and Family Services 
237 William Howard Taft 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 
(513) 946-7548 
costas@jfs.hamilton-co.org  
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AGENCY CUSTODY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Hamilton County 
PROGRAM NAME Hamilton County Dependency Management Committee 
TARGET POPULATION Improving outcomes for children and families in Hamilton County Job 

and Family Services custody or under agency supervision. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED System Collaboration and Coordination 
DESCRIPTION Administrators from the stakeholder agencies in our child protection 

system convene monthly to address policy issues and to develop and 
implement strategies that ensure the timely processing of child abuse 
and neglect cases. This committee is the vehicle for implementing best 
practice initiatives as part of our designation as model court by the 
National Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges 

CONTACT Thomas Lipps, Presiding Administrative Judge 
Hamilton County Juvenile Court 
800 Broadway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 946-9212 
Tlipps@juvcourt.hamilton-co.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME CASA and Attorney GAL Mentoring Program 
TARGET POPULATION Newly trained Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) and Attorney 

Guardians ad Litem (GAL) 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Excellence in child advocacy for novice GAL 
DESCRIPTION Upon graduation from pre-service GAL training, each CASA and 

Attorney is provided an experienced GAL mentor. Those mentors have 
special training to assist the new GAL in providing excellent GAL 
services to the children they serve. 

CONTACT Anita Levin, Associate Director/Supervising Attorney 
Lucas County Juvenile Court 
1801 Spielbusch Ave. 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6787 
alevin@co.lucas.oh.us  
www.casakids.net 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Citizens Review Board (CRB) 
TARGET POPULATION Neglected/Abused children in the juvenile justice system 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Case plan review as required by the Ohio Revised Code 
DESCRIPTION CRB members volunteer to review the status of children in the care of 

custody of the child welfare agency. CRB boards review case plans and 
determine an appropriate case plan exists and that the child service 
agency is working toward achieving that plan. By statute, CRB members 
must have professional experience in working with children. 

CONTACT Carol L. Martin, Director, CRB 
Lucas County Juvenile Court  
1801 Spielbusch Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6787 
cmarti@co.lucas.oh.us 
www.casakids.net  
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AGENCY CUSTODY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Closure Board 
TARGET POPULATION Abused/Neglected children in the juvenile justice system 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Final Case Review before Reunification - Child advocacy 
DESCRIPTION Closure Board was created in 1995 to ensure that a trained volunteer 

completes thorough, final review of each case wherein an abused 
and/or neglected child is slated to be returned to a parent or caregiver 
from whom he or she was previously removed. Closure Board’s review 
findings are forwarded to the judge or magistrate for review prior to the 
Termination Hearing. 

CONTACT Carol L. Martin, Director, CRB Dept.  
Lucas County Juvenile Court  
1801 Spielbusch Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6787 
cmarti@co.lucas.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Court Appointed Special Advocates/Guardians ad Litem (CASA/GAL) 
TARGET POPULATION Abused/Neglected children in the juvenile justice system 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child advocacy 
DESCRIPTION CASAs are trained citizen volunteers who represent the best interest of 

dependent, neglected and abused children in the juvenile justice 
system. They complete an independent investigation, make 
recommendations to the court regarding disposition, and monitor the 
child’s progress while advocating for a safe, permanent home. 

CONTACT Carol L. Martin, Director, CASA/GAL 
Lucas County Juvenile Court  
1801 Spielbusch Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6787 
cmarti@co.lucas.oh.us 
www.casakids.net 
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AGENCY CUSTODY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Focus on Education 
TARGET POPULATION Neglected /Abused children in the juvenile justice system 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Educational status, needs and progress 
DESCRIPTION Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) and Attorney Guardians ad 

Litem (GAL) are trained to include a special section in their reports to 
the Court that specifically addresses educational criteria. An education 
Bench Card was created and is utilized by the judges/magistrates at 
each hearing to check whether the youth are receiving the appropriate 
educational services. 

CONTACT Carol Martin, CASA/CRB Director 
Judy Leb, CASA Educational Specialist 
Lucas County Juvenile Court 
1801 Spielbusch Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6787 
jleb@co.lucas.oh.us 
www.casakids.net 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Lucas County Juvenile Court CASA Dept - Ave Maria College of Law 

Partnership Program 
TARGET POPULATION Abused and Neglected Children 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child Advocacy 
DESCRIPTION Law Students are recruited to serve as Legal Interns for the program 

either as volunteers or for law school credit. The students provide legal 
research and writing and are exposed to the area of child welfare law. 

CONTACT Anita Levin, Associate Director, CASA/GAL Dept. 
Lucas County Juvenile Court 
1801 Spielbusch Ave. 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6753 
alevin@co.lucas.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Lucas County Juvenile Court CASA/GAL - University of Toledo College 

of Law Child Advocacy Partnership 
TARGET POPULATION Abused and Neglected Children 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child Advocacy 
DESCRIPTION Law Students are recruited to serve as volunteer Guardians ad Litem. 

This partnership exposes new attorneys to the area of child welfare law 
and serves the needs of the areas abused and neglected children. 

CONTACT Anita Levin, Associate Director 
Lucas County Juvenile Court 
1801 Spielbusch Ave. 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6753 
alevin@co.lucas.oh.us  
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AGENCY CUSTODY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Lucas County Juvenile Court CASA/GAL Dept.- University of Toledo 

College of Law Public Interest Program Partnership 
TARGET POPULATION Abused and Neglected Children 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child Advocacy 
DESCRIPTION Law Students are recruited to serve as Legal Interns for the program for 

law school credit. The students provide legal research and writing and 
are exposed to the area child welfare law. 

CONTACT Anita Levin, Associate Director, CASA/GAL Dept. 
Lucas County Juvenile Court 
1801 Spielbusch Ave. 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6753 
alevin@co.lucas.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME The PPLA Project-Lucas County Model Court 
TARGET POPULATION Teens in a Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (PPLA) whose 

custody is with Lucas County Children Services 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Direct contact between teen and judge/magistrate 
DESCRIPTION Teens in PPLA status are slated to meet with the judge/magistrate 

annually to informally discuss their current well-being, education, 
concerns and plans for their futures after emancipation. A meeting is 
held at the child protection agency prior to the teen’s PPLA Court 
Hearing to prepare the teen where the teen is given an explanatory 
brochure. After the PPLA status has been granted the judge/magistrate 
meets annually with the teen to discuss progress and plans. 

CONTACT Judy Leb, CASA/CRB Recruitment/Training Director 
Lucas County Juvenile Court 
1801 Spielbusch Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6787 
jleb@co.lucas.oh.us 
www.casakids.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Toledo Bar Association Pro Bono Program Partnering with Lucas 

County Juvenile Court CASA/GAL   
TARGET POPULATION Abused and Neglected Children 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child Advocacy 
DESCRIPTION Area attorneys are recruited in conjunction with the Toledo Bar 

association Pro Bono Program to voluntarily take cases as Guardians ad 
Litem to serve the abused and neglected children in our county and 
also get recognition of their work through their professional 
association. 

CONTACT Anita Levin- Associate Director, CASA/GAL Dept. 
Lucas County Juvenile Court 
1801 Spielbusch Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6753 
alevin@co.lucas.oh.us 
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AGENCY CUSTODY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County 
PROGRAM NAME Permanency Team 
TARGET POPULATION Children removed from homes due to A, D or N 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Reducing time children spend in foster care 
DESCRIPTION The Court and Marion County Children Services Board meet quarterly 

to assess cases to determine causes for delays and to find appropriate 
solutions. We invite other agencies, courts, elected officials or funding 
organizations to participate as needed. 

CONTACT Judge Deborah Alspach or Eric Bush 
Marion County Family Court & MCCSB 
222 W. Center Street 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-4060, (740) 389-2317 
dalspach@court.co.marion.oh.us 
bushe02@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County 
PROGRAM NAME Independent Living 
TARGET POPULATION Youths ages 16 and older, in the agency’s custody or under Protective 

Supervision 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Self sufficiency 
DESCRIPTION Identified youth attend classes that cover topics and activities related to 

required skills for independent living. Such as: money management, 
accessing services, job readiness, etc. Students must take every class 
achieving a passing score. 

CONTACT Kay Wheeler,  Placement Supervisor  
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Road 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
wheelk@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME Preble County CASA 
TARGET POPULATION  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Abuse, Neglect and Dependent Children 
DESCRIPTION Court Appointed Special Advocate appointed by juvenile judge to look 

out for best interest of child 
CONTACT Elaine Mullins, CASA Director 

Preble County Juvenile Court 
116 E. Main Street, 116 Suite B 
Eaton, Ohio 45320 
937.456.2085 
jemullins@embargmail.com  
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AGENCY CUSTODY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Tuscarawas County  
PROGRAM NAME Treatment Foster Homes Recruitment 
TARGET POPULATION Prospective Treatment Foster Care homes  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Increasing Treatment Foster Homes located in Tuscarawas County 
DESCRIPTION Tuscarawas County Job and Family Services has encouraged Pathway 

Caring for Children, Village Network, Christian Children’s Home of 
Ohio, and Bellefaire to develop Treatment Foster Homes in Tuscarawas 
County.  This collaborative effort began with a 2003 Faith Based 
Recruitment Initiative project that linked four Tuscarawas County 
churches with four private treatment foster care agency, and these four 
private treatment foster care agencies have continued to actively recruit 
treatment foster homes in Tuscarawas County. 

CONTACT Gayle Hahn, Placement Services Supervisor 
Tuscarawas County Job & Family Services 
389 16th Street, SW 
New Philadelphia, Ohio 44663 
(330) 339-7791 Ext. 175 
hahng@odjfs.state.oh.us 
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ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAMS 
(SEE ALSO TRUANCY PROGRAMS) 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ashtabula County  
PROGRAM NAME Ashtabula County Juvenile Court Mediation 
TARGET POPULATION Teens/Families  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family conflict 
DESCRIPTION Juvenile Court Mediation works with teens & parents to work out 

differences & keep kids out of Court & Detention Center. 
CONTACT Nick Kerosky 

Ashtabula County Children Services 
3914 “C” Court, P.O. Box 1175 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 
(440) 998-1811 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Defiance County 
PROGRAM NAME Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
TARGET POPULATION All residents of the geographic area. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Comprehensive mediation services for all parties having disputes in the 

geographic area, including but not limited to divorce/custody, abuse, 
neglect, and dependency and other civil and domestic matters before 
the court. 

CONTACT Christopher D. DelFavero, Coordinator 
Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
660 North Perry Street., Suite 403B 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-5105 
Chris.delfavero@henrycountyohio.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Fulton County 
PROGRAM NAME Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
TARGET POPULATION All residents of the geographic area. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Comprehensive mediation services for all parties having disputes in the 

geographic area; including, but not limited to, divorce/custody, abuse, 
neglect, and dependency and other civil and domestic matters before 
the court. 

CONTACT Christopher D. DelFavero, Coordinator 
Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
660 North Perry Street., Suite 403B 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-5105 
Chris.delfavero@henrycountyohio.com  
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ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAMS 
(SEE ALSO TRUANCY PROGRAMS) 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Henry County 
PROGRAM NAME Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
TARGET POPULATION All residents of the geographic area 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Comprehensive mediation services for all parties having disputes in the 

geographic area; including, but not limited to, divorce/custody, abuse, 
neglect, and dependency and other civil and domestic matters before 
the court. 

CONTACT Christopher D. DelFavero, Coordinator 
Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
660 North Perry Street, Suite 403B 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-5105 
Chris.delfavero@henrycountyohio.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Holmes County  
PROGRAM NAME Restorative Justice Victim Offender Mediation Program 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile offenders ages 7-17, and adult offenders 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Restorative Justice views crime as an injury to people and relationships.  

It attempts to repair the damage done and restore the relationships 
broken by crime. 

CONTACT Lisa Barnett, Program Director 
Center for Restorative Justice of North Central Ohio 
201 E. Liberty Street, Suite 3 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 
795 Russell Avenue 
Akron, Ohio 44307 
(330) 459-2779 
vorp@valkyrie.net or summitrj@hotmail.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Lucas County Juvenile Court Child Protection Mediation Program 
TARGET POPULATION Cases filed by Lucas County Children Service Agency 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child Protection Mediation 
DESCRIPTION  

 

This program assists families involved in the child welfare system to 
make decisions in the best interest of their children through mediation 
when custody is removed from the parents. 

CONTACT 
 
 

Linda Sorah, Mediation Coordinator 
Lucas County Juvenile Court  
1801 Spielbusch Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6914 
lsorah@co.lucas.oh.us 
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ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAMS 
(SEE ALSO TRUANCY PROGRAMS) 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Lucas County Juvenile Court Custody/Visitation Mediation Program 
TARGET POPULATION Unmarried parents with children who file case 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Parentage, Custody and for Visitation 
DESCRIPTION This program assists unmarried parent to resolve custody/visitation 

disputes through a mediation process that results in a court order as an 
alternative to litigation.   

CONTACT Linda Sorah, Mediation Coordinator 
Lucas County Juvenile Court  
1801 Spielbusch Ave. 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6914 
lsorah@co.lucas.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Lucas County Juvenile Court Family Conflict Mediation Program 
TARGET POPULATION Youth charges and detained for Domestic Violence 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Mediation with families of youth charged with Domestic Violence 
DESCRIPTION This program serves families with youth charged with domestic violence 

through mediation. The goal of mediation in these cases is to assist 
families to agree on a family plan to protect family members and 
prevent future domestic violence. 

CONTACT Linda Sorah, Mediation Coordinator 
Lucas County Juvenile Court  
1801 Spielbusch Ave. 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6914 
lsorah@co.lucas.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lucas County 
PROGRAM NAME Lucas County Juvenile Court Unruly/Delinquency Mediation Program 
TARGET POPULATION Youth informally charged with an unruly or delinquency offense 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Unruly/Delinquency Mediation 
DESCRIPTION This program serves families to resolve conflict related to the youth’s 

unruly or delinquent behavior through mediation. 
CONTACT Linda Sorah, Mediation Coordinator 

Lucas County Juvenile Court  
1801 Spielbusch Ave. 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 213-6914 
lsorah@co.lucas.oh.us 
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ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAMS 
(SEE ALSO TRUANCY PROGRAMS) 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Paulding County 
PROGRAM NAME Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
TARGET POPULATION All residents of the geographic area 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Comprehensive mediation services for all parties having disputes in the 

geographic area; including, but not limited to, divorce/custody, abuse, 
neglect, and dependency and other civil and domestic matters before 
the court. 

CONTACT Christopher D. DelFavero, Coordinator 
Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
660 North Perry Street., Suite 403B 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-5105 
Chris.delfavero@henrycountyohio.com  

  
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME Family Mediation (Civil) 
TARGET POPULATION Unmarried with child(ren); married but separated with child(ren) 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Resolve issues concerning custody, visitation and child support 
DESCRIPTION By using a neutral third party to resolve these issues together without 

court involvement. 
CONTACT Jimmy Williams – Mediator 

Preble County Juvenile Court 
116 E. Main Street, Suite B 
Eaton, Ohio 45320 
(937) 456-2762 
Jsw512@embarqmail.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME Mediation 
TARGET POPULATION At-risk youth 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Truancy, first time unruly and minor delinquents  
DESCRIPTION Parties meet with a neutral third party to reach a mutual agreement. 
CONTACT Heather Morton, Mediation Coordinator 

Preble County Juvenile Court 
116 E. Main Street, Suite B 
Eaton, Ohio 45320 
(937) 456-2885 
hamort@embarqmail.com  
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ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAMS 
(SEE ALSO TRUANCY PROGRAMS) 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Putnam County 
PROGRAM NAME Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
TARGET POPULATION All residents of the geographic area 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Comprehensive mediation services for all parties having disputes in the 

geographic area; including, but not limited to, divorce/custody, abuse, 
neglect, and dependency and other civil and domestic matters before 
the court. 

CONTACT Christopher D. DelFavero, Coordinator 
Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
660 North Perry Street., Suite 403B 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-5105 
Chris.delfavero@henrycountyohio.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Summit County  
PROGRAM NAME Restorative Justice Victim Offender Mediation Program 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile offenders ages 7-17, and adult offenders 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Restorative Justice views crime as an injury to people and relationships.  

It attempts to repair the damage done and restore the relationships 
broken by crime. 

CONTACT Lisa Barnett, Program Director 
Center for Restorative Justice of North Central Ohio 
201 E. Liberty Street, Suite 3 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 
795 Russell Avenue 
Akron, Ohio 44307 
(330) 459-2779 
vorp@valkyrie.net or summitrj@hotmail.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wayne County  
PROGRAM NAME Restorative Justice Victim Offender Mediation Program 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile offenders ages 7-17, and adult offenders 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Restorative Justice views crime as an injury to people and relationships.  

It attempts to repair the damage done and restore the relationships 
broken by crime. 

CONTACT Lisa Barnett, Program Director 
Center for Restorative Justice of North Central Ohio 
201 E. Liberty Street, Suite 3 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 
795 Russell Avenue 
Akron, Ohio 44307 
(330) 459-2779 
vorp@valkyrie.net or summitrj@hotmail.com 
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ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAMS 
(SEE ALSO TRUANCY PROGRAMS) 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Williams County 
PROGRAM NAME Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
TARGET POPULATION All residents of the geographic area 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Comprehensive mediation services for all parties having disputes in the 

geographic area; including, but not limited to, divorce/custody, abuse, 
neglect, and dependency and other civil and domestic matters before 
the court. 

CONTACT Christopher D. DelFavero, Coordinator 
Northwest Ohio Court Mediation Services 
660 North Perry Street., Suite 403B 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-5105 
Chris.delfavero@henrycountyohio.com  
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CHILD WELFARE & PROTECTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ashtabula County  
PROGRAM NAME Child Abuse Prevention Program 
TARGET POPULATION Parents/Families  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child Abuse 
DESCRIPTION Ashtabula County Children Services offers 12 free Parenting & Anger 

Management Classes to help parents care for their own children & 
prevent placement of children. 

CONTACT Cheryl Edwards, Community Services Coordinator 
Ashtabula County Children Services 
3914 “C” Court, P.O. Box 1175 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 
(440) 998-1811 
nkerosky@alltel.net 
www.help-a-child.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Clermont County  
PROGRAM NAME FAST Track 
TARGET POPULATION Highly motivated families involved with Children’s Protective Services, 

as referred by the intake worker.   
ISSUES ADDRESSED Expedited reunification or permanency 
DESCRIPTION A collaborative effort between Job and Family Services/Child 

Protection Services, Juvenile Court, Mental Health Recovery Board, 
Family and Children First Council, a mental health provider and a 
substance abuse provider to hasten reunification or permanency for 
children involved with CPS.  Bi-weekly meetings are held with the 
treatment team, including the family and family supports, and short-
term goals are set and reviewed at each meeting to determine progress 
toward long term goal of reunification/permanency. 

CONTACT Tim McCartney, Director 
Clermont County Job & Family Services 
2400 Clermont Center Drive 
Batavia, Ohio 45103 
(513) 732-7212 
MCCART04@odjfs.state.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Hamilton County 
PROGRAM NAME Everyday Heroes Foster Parent Recruitment Campaign 
TARGET POPULATION Potential eligible foster parents in Hamilton County 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Shortage of available local foster homes 
DESCRIPTION Hamilton County JFS, along with 12 other community partners, is 

conducting a marketing campaign to attract new foster homes. The 
campaign, called Everyday Heroes, shows foster parents are 
superheroes just by providing stable homes to children in need. This 
advertising and grassroots effort will run in Cincinnati through 2008 
with the goal of recruiting 100 new homes. 

CONTACT Kristen Frissora, Public Affairs Specialist 
Hamilton County Job and Family Services 
222 E. Central Parkway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 946-2137 
info@fosterhero.com 
www.fosterhero.com  
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CHILD WELFARE & PROTECTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County - Piqua City Schools  
PROGRAM NAME C.L.A.S.S. 
TARGET POPULATION At-risk K-12 students  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Decrease referrals of abuse, neglect and dependency 
DESCRIPTION To provide case management/supportive services to those students who 

are having academic difficulties due to behavioral, emotional, or family 
issues. 
 
Summer programming is available to those students who need 
additional support. 

CONTACT Debbie Sandlin, Intake Supervisor 
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Road 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
sandld@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County 
PROGRAM NAME Kinship Program 
TARGET POPULATION Children who are unable to reside with natural parents and kinship 

families 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family preservation and permanency 
DESCRIPTION To identify all kinship placements in Miami County and offer 

supportive services and case management. For those children involved 
with the agency, we facilitate the initial kinship placement when 
appropriate. 

CONTACT Debbie Sandlin, Intake Supervisor 
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Road 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
sandld@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County 
PROGRAM NAME Paid Respite Program 
TARGET POPULATION Families in crisis 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family Preservation 
DESCRIPTION Respite provided for children, up to 14 days, that are in crisis or at risk 

of out of home placement. Ages 0 - 18. Respite is provided by approved 
providers. 

CONTACT Debbie Sandlin, Intake Supervisor 
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Road 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
sandld@odjfs.state.oh.us  
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CHILD WELFARE & PROTECTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wayne County  
PROGRAM NAME Wayne County Children’s Advocacy Center, Inc. 
TARGET POPULATION Birth to age 18  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child Sexual Abuse 
DESCRIPTION A child-oriented facility, which serves as a centralized location for 

interviewing and examining children who are victims of sexual abuse.  
The center helps the child and family cope with the abuse and begin 
the recovery process. 

CONTACT Deanna Nichols-Stika, Executive Director 
Wayne County Children’s Advocacy Center, Inc. 
1761 Beall Avenue 
Wooster, Ohio  44691 
(330) 263-8489 
dstika@wchosp.org 
www.waynecac.org 
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Allen County – Lima City Schools – Freedom Elementary 
PROGRAM NAME Freedom Project  
TARGET POPULATION Children with behavior problems that impede learning 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Non-academic Barriers to Learning 
DESCRIPTION School-Based Health initiative where a mental health worker is placed 

in the school setting working with children and families referred 
through teachers/school nurse. Program works to keep children in the 
least restrictive school setting by providing on-site behavioral health 
care.  

CONTACT Susan Hawk, COO  
Amy Bruns Prevention Coordinator 
Family Resource Center 
799 S. Main Street 
Lima, Ohio 45804 
(419) 222-1168 
brunsa@frcohio.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Clark County   
PROGRAM NAME In School Scouting 
TARGET POPULATION K-4th grade  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Violence Prevention 
DESCRIPTION In School Scouting is provided during the school day.  The program 

uses an interactive curriculum to help the children build their skills of 
tolerance, teamwork and peaceful resolution of conflict. 

CONTACT Cindy Kuntz McCurdy, Director of In School Scouting 
Girls Scouts of Western Ohio 
Buckeye Trails Region 
450 Shoup Mill Rd 
Dayton, Ohio 45415 
(937) 279-6540 
cindykuntz@girlscoutsofwesternohio.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Clermont County  
PROGRAM NAME Olweus Bullying Prevention Program 
TARGET POPULATION Children ages 6-15 years old  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Bullying, suicide 
DESCRIPTION OBPP is a school-based program designed to prevent or reduce bullying 

in elementary, middle and junior high schools by improving peer 
relations and making the school a safe/positive environment for 
students to learn and develop.  School staff works to restructure the 
existing school environment to reduce opportunities and rewards for 
bullying.  As measured by an initial and an end of the year 
questionnaire, the program has been shown to reduce student reports 
of being bullied and bullying others by 30%-70%. 

CONTACT Gretchen Behimer, Program Coordinator 
Clermont County Family & Children First 
1088 Wasserman Way, Suite B 
Batavia, Ohio 45103 
(513) 732-5400 
gbehimer.fcf@ccmhrb.org 
www.clermontfcf.org 
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Clinton County 
PROGRAM NAME Academy of Greene County 
TARGET POPULATION Students in grades 9-12 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Public school dropouts 
DESCRIPTION This is a mentoring program which allows students to work with adults 

to change their behaviors in a positive way, while pursuing a credit 
recovery program so they can graduate from high school. 

CONTACT Mel Campbell, Program Supervisor 
Greene County ESC 
360 East Enon Road 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 
(937) 767-1303 
Gcb_thomas@mveca.org 
www.greene.k12.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Coshocton County (partially imbedded) 
PROGRAM NAME Care Team Collaborative 
TARGET POPULATION Youth enrolled in public schools who are demonstrating risk factors 

such as: lack of school success, social/emotional dysfunction, and 
delinquent behaviors. 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Increasing school success and decreasing involvement in juvenile justice 
system. 

DESCRIPTION 

 

Care Team Collaborative is a community-based partnership among 
several child-serving agencies and institutions that is focused on 
promoting school success by building Developmental Assets and 
providing a comprehensive system of learning supports (academic and 
non-academic) to children and families. The collaborative includes 
representatives from schools, health and mental health agencies, child 
protection services, juvenile court, law enforcement, child development 
services, and county planning boards, including Family and Children 
First Council (FCFC). 

CONTACT 
 
 

Michele D. Timmons, Director 
Care Team Collaborative, a division of Muskingum Valley ESC 
205 N. 7th Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
(740) 452-4518 
mtimmons@mvesc.k12.oh.us 
www.ohiocareteam.com  
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Coshocton County 
PROGRAM NAME Coshocton County Care Teams 
TARGET POPULATION At-Risk Youth 
ISSUES ADDRESSED At-Risk Youth 
DESCRIPTION The Care Team concept is a community collaboration between schools, 

social service agencies, and community institutions focused on 
improving outcomes for children and their families.  The concept 
focuses on accountability and success academically, socially, 
emotionally, and behaviorally for all students. 

CONTACT Jessica Flores, Care Team Coordinator 
Family & Children First Council 
724 S. 7th Street 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812 
(740) 622-3760 
jessicaflores@coshoctoncounty.net  
www.coshoctonfamilyandchildrenfirst.org 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Drake County   
PROGRAM NAME In School Scouting 
TARGET POPULATION K-4th grade  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Violence Prevention 
DESCRIPTION In School Scouting is provided during the school day.  The program 

uses an interactive curriculum to help the children build their skills of 
tolerance, teamwork and peaceful resolution of conflict. 

CONTACT Cindy Kuntz McCurdy, Director of In School Scouting 
Girls Scouts of Western Ohio 
Buckeye Trails Region 
450 Shoup Mill Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45415 
(937) 279-6540 
cindykuntz@girlscoutsofwesternohio.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Erie County  
PROGRAM NAME Family Strengthening Wraparound Initiative 
TARGET POPULATION Erie County Families with youth 0-18 who have multiple needs 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Matching families with needed services and supports 
DESCRIPTION Provides Wraparound services and supports to families and youth who 

are multi-system involved and have various identified unmet needs.  
Creates a coordinated cross agency plan for the family. 

CONTACT Cindy Franketti 
Erie County Juvenile Court 
Erie County Courthouse 
323 Columbus Avenue 
Sandusky, Ohio  44870 
(419) 627-7782 
cfranketti@erie-county-ohio.net  
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Erie County - Sandusky City School District  
PROGRAM NAME Kindergarten Readiness Camp 
TARGET POPULATION Registered kindergarten children with limited preschool experience; 

Preschool age children in no other preschool program  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Readiness skill for children entering Kindergarten 
DESCRIPTION Half day x 2 weeks of sessions of preschool classroom activities, 

including bus transportation, and lunch.  Includes a resource kit of 
learning materials for home use. 

CONTACT Mary David, PAT Coordinator 
EHCAC, Inc. 
908 S. Depot Street 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
(419) 602-0150 cell,  (419) 625-2214 office 
mdavid@ehcac.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Erie County - Sandusky City Schools  
PROGRAM NAME Safe Schools/Healthy Students  SCS 
TARGET POPULATION Sandusky City Schools  
ISSUES ADDRESSED School safety, children's mental health, family strengthening 
DESCRIPTION SSHS offers a full complement of evidenced-based practices designed to 

strengthen families and create a safe school climate.  Programs include: 
the Incredible years, Strengthening Families, All Stars, Steps to Respect, 
Parents As Teachers. 

CONTACT Marlene Boas, Ph.D.,  Director 
Safe Schools/ Healthy Students 
407 Decatur Street 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
(419) 609-4410 
mboas@scs-k12.net 
www.sanduskysshs.org 
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Franklin County (just beginning) 
PROGRAM NAME Care Team Collaborative 
TARGET POPULATION Youth enrolled in public schools who are demonstrating risk factors 

such as: lack of school success, social/emotional dysfunction, and 
delinquent behaviors. 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Increasing school success and decreasing involvement in juvenile justice 
system. 

DESCRIPTION 

 

Care Team Collaborative is a community-based partnership among 
several child-serving agencies and institutions that is focused on 
promoting school success by building developmental assets and 
providing a comprehensive system of learning supports (academic and 
non-academic) to children and families. The collaborative includes 
representatives from schools, health and mental health agencies, child 
protection services, juvenile court, law enforcement, child development 
services, and county planning boards, including Family and Children 
First Council (FCFC). 

CONTACT 
 
 

Michele D. Timmons, Director 
Care Team Collaborative, a division of Muskingum Valley ESC 
205 N. 7th Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
(740) 452-4518 
mtimmons@mvesc.k12.oh.us 
www.ohiocareteam.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County 
PROGRAM NAME Academy of Greene County 
TARGET POPULATION Students in grades 9 -12 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Public school dropouts 
DESCRIPTION This is a mentoring program which allows students to work with adults 

to change their behaviors in a positive way while pursuing a credit 
recovery program so they can graduate from high school. 

CONTACT Mel Campbell, Program Supervisor 
Greene County ESC 
360 East Enon Road 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 
(937) 767-1303 
Gcb_thomas@mveca.org 
www.greene.k12.oh.us  
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County 
PROGRAM NAME Greene ESC Outdoor Advantage Program 
TARGET POPULATION Grades 6-8 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Middle school behavior and dropouts 
DESCRIPTION This outdoor education program focuses on integrating academics and 

outdoor activities and experimentation. By re-connecting with students 
they discover a reason for coming and participating in school with the 
hopes of beginning new in the high school setting. 

CONTACT Mary Lou Shafer, Director of Special Education 
Greene County ESC 
360 East Enon Road 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 
(937) 767 -1303 
Gcbo-mshafer@k12server.mveca.org 
www.greene.k12.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County   
PROGRAM NAME In School Scouting 
TARGET POPULATION K-4th grade  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Violence Prevention 
DESCRIPTION In School Scouting is provided during the school day.  The program 

uses an interactive curriculum to help the children build their skills of 
tolerance, teamwork and peaceful resolution of conflict. 

CONTACT Cindy Kuntz McCurdy, Director of In School Scouting 
Girls Scouts of Western Ohio 
Buckeye Trails Region 
450 Shoup Mill Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45415 
(937) 279-6540 
cindykuntz@girlscoutsofwesternohio.org  
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Hamilton County 
PROGRAM NAME Kids in School Rule! 
TARGET POPULATION Pilot: 100 youth in agency custody in 19 Cincinnati Public Schools 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Educational Outcomes for Youth in Foster Care 
DESCRIPTION The Kids in School Rule! Pilot project adheres to values that recognize 

the importance of early identification and intervention in achieving 
academic success for youth in agency care. This pilot project relies on a 
spirit of cooperation among the public and private partners to 
maximize resources, implement best practice principles and develop 
innovative programming that leads to academic achievement for youth 
in agency care. 

CONTACT Carla Guenthner, Deputy Chief Magistrate 
Hamilton County Juvenile Court 
800 Broadway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 946-9381 
Carla.Guenthner@juvcourt.hamilton-co.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Harrison County  
PROGRAM NAME Speakers Corner 
TARGET POPULATION All students in Harrison County  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Positive Choices for Youth 
DESCRIPTION A program intended to educate students on a wide variety of topics 

utilizing effective speakers.  Topics have included pressures of being a 
teen, MADD, mock accident, and consequences of poor choices. 

CONTACT Judge Matthew Puskarich 
Harrison County Juvenile Court 
100 West Market Street 
Cadiz, Ohio  43907 
(740) 942-2088 
hcprobjvct@verizon.net 
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Holmes County  
PROGRAM NAME Project STAY 
TARGET POPULATION School-age children and their families who live in Holmes County  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Alternative Education and Community Care Center 
DESCRIPTION Project STAY is a collaborative initiative of Holmes County Family & 

Children First Council. Students are admitted to the alternative 
classroom by referral from the local school districts and the juvenile 
court system and are assigned for either short term or long term 
attendance.  Reasons for referrals include truancy, social problems and 
behavioral issues. Program goal: ensure all efforts are made for students 
to complete their education and receive a high school diploma. 
Wraparound services are designed to assist families and their children 
through financial hardships, educational issues and breakdowns in the 
family unit.   

CONTACT Lisa Stanley, Director 
Project STAY 
85 North Grant Street 
P.O. Box 72 
Millersburg, Ohio 44654 
(330) 674-6070 
stanll@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Holmes County  
PROGRAM NAME Success By 6 
TARGET POPULATION All preschool children  
ISSUES ADDRESSED School Readiness 
DESCRIPTION Success By 6 coordinates activities and events to provide information, 

training, and community support to families, teachers, and child care 
providers—so that all children will be ready for school. 

CONTACT Mary J. Shumar, Success By 6 Coordinator 
United Way of Wayne and Holmes Counties and Tri-County 
Educational Service Center 
741 Winkler Road 
Wooster, Ohio  44691 
(330) 345-6771, Ext. 255 
tesc_shumar@tccsa.net 
http://www.unitedway.org/sb6 
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lorain County  
PROGRAM NAME School Success 
TARGET POPULATION All children involved with Lorain County Children Services  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Educational success 
DESCRIPTION In collaboration with all of Lorain County’s Public School Districts, 

School Success develops child-specific education plans and assigns a 
certified teacher to provide one-on-one tutoring. Education services 
continue with caregiver consent beyond case closing.  

CONTACT Lea Arcuri 
Lorain County Children Services 
226 Middle Avenue 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 
(440) 329-5340 
LeaArcuri@ChildrenServices.org  
www.childrenservices.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County 
PROGRAM NAME C.L.A.S.S. 
TARGET POPULATION At risk K-12 students 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Decrease referrals of abuse, neglect and dependency 
DESCRIPTION To provide case management/supportive services to those students who 

are having academic difficulties due to behavioral, emotional, or family 
issues. Summer programming is available to those students who need 
additional support. 

CONTACT Debbie Sandlin, Intake Supervisor 
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Road 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
sandld@odjfs.state.oh.us  
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County   
PROGRAM NAME In School Scouting 
TARGET POPULATION K-4th grade  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Violence Prevention 
DESCRIPTION In School Scouting is provided during the school day.  The program 

uses an interactive curriculum to help the children build their skills of 
tolerance, teamwork and peaceful resolution of conflict. 

CONTACT Cindy Kuntz McCurdy, Director of In School Scouting 
Girls Scouts of Western Ohio 
Buckeye Trails Region 
450 Shoup Mill Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45415 
(937) 279-6540 
cindykuntz@girlscoutsofwesternohio.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Montgomery County   
PROGRAM NAME In School Scouting 
TARGET POPULATION K-4th grade  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Violence Prevention 
DESCRIPTION In School Scouting is provided during the school day.  The program 

uses an interactive curriculum to help the children build their skills of 
tolerance, teamwork and peaceful resolution of conflict. 

CONTACT Cindy Kuntz McCurdy, Director of In School Scouting 
Girls Scouts of Western Ohio 
Buckeye Trails Region 
450 Shoup Mill Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45415 
(937) 279-6540 
cindykuntz@girlscoutsofwesternohio.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Montgomery County 
PROGRAM NAME Take Charge of Your Life 
TARGET POPULATION 8th grade – high school  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Violence Prevention 
DESCRIPTION Take Charge is an asset building violence prevention curriculum and is 

presented during the school day.  The program helps young women 
create healthy relationships and teaches them the skills needed to keep 
themselves physically and emotionally safe. 

CONTACT Cindy Kuntz McCurdy, Director of In School Scouting 
Girl Scouts of Western Ohio 
Buckeye Trails Region 
450 Shoup Mill Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45415 
(937) 279-6540 
cindykuntz@girlscoutsofwesternohio.org  
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Morgan County (just beginning) 
PROGRAM NAME Care Team Collaborative 
TARGET POPULATION Youth enrolled in public schools who are demonstrating risk factors 

such as: lack of school success, social/emotional dysfunction, and 
delinquent behaviors 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Increasing school success and decreasing involvement in juvenile justice 
system 

DESCRIPTION 

 

Care Team Collaborative is a community-based partnership among 
several child-serving agencies and institutions that is focused on 
promoting school success by building Developmental Assets and 
providing a comprehensive system of learning supports (academic and 
non-academic) to children and families. The collaborative includes 
representatives from schools, health and mental health agencies, child 
protection services, juvenile court, law enforcement, child development 
services, and county planning boards, including Family 
and Children First Council (FCFC). 

CONTACT 
 
 

Michele D. Timmons, Director 
Care Team Collaborative, a division of Muskingum Valley ESC 
205 N. 7th Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
(740) 452-4518 
mtimmons@mvesc.k12.oh.us 
www.ohiocareteam.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Muskingum County (fully imbedded) 
PROGRAM NAME Care Team Collaborative 
TARGET POPULATION Youth enrolled in public schools who are demonstrating risk factors 

such as: lack of school success, social/emotional dysfunction, and 
delinquent behaviors. 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Increasing school success and decreasing involvement in juvenile justice 
system. 

DESCRIPTION 

 

Care Team Collaborative is a community-based partnership among 
several child-serving agencies and institutions that is focused on 
promoting school success by building Developmental Assets and 
providing a comprehensive system of learning supports (academic and 
non academic) to children and families. The collaborative includes 
representatives from schools, health and mental health agencies, child 
protection services, juvenile court, law enforcement, child development 
services, and county planning boards, including Family and Children 
First Council (FCFC). 

CONTACT Michele D. Timmons, Director 
Care Team Collaborative, a division of Muskingum Valley ESC 
205 N. 7th Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
(740) 452-4518 
mtimmons@mvesc.k12.oh.us 
www.ohiocareteam.com 

 
 

PAGE 29 

mailto:mtimmons@mvesc.k12.oh.us
http://www.ohiocareteam.com/
mailto:mtimmons@mvesc.k12.oh.us
http://www.ohiocareteam.com/


EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ottawa County 
PROGRAM NAME Student Achievement Program 
TARGET POPULATION Students attending middle and high schools 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Court-involved students who are credit-deficient 
DESCRIPTION Alternative classroom for up to 15 students. All coursework is done 

online. We provide counseling, tutors, physical education, field trips, 
speakers and life skills instruction. 

CONTACT BJ Surovjak, Special Programs Coordinator 
Ottawa County Juvenile Court 
315 Madison St 
Port Clinton, Ohio 43452 
(419) 734-7708 
surovjak@co.ottawa.oh.us 
www.ottawacountyjuvenilecourt.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ottawa County  
PROGRAM NAME Tutoring Program 
TARGET POPULATION Any youth that comes in contact with the Court 
ISSUES ADDRESSED To improve the academic standing for court involved youth 
DESCRIPTION The Court assigns a tutor to work with any youth who comes before the 

court who needs to improve his or her grade standings. The tutors 
assigned with work in specific subject areas where the youth may be 
struggling or failing. This is used a lot in truancy cases. 

CONTACT Lynn A. DeTray 
Ottawa County Juvenile Court 
315 Madison Street 
Port Clinton, Ohio 43452 
(419) 734-6840 
ldetray@co.ottawa.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Perry County 
PROGRAM NAME ALPHA Program 
TARGET POPULATION 12 – 18 male and female 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Alternative school 
DESCRIPTION Alternative school that handles juveniles who fail to attend school 

regularly or are disruptive at their home school. 
CONTACT Martina Brown, Court Administrator 

Perry County Juvenile Court 
105 N. Main Street 
New Lexington, Ohio 43764 
(740) 342-1118 
pcjuv@perrycountycourt.com  
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME PASS (Positive Alternative to School Suspension) 
TARGET POPULATION Suspended students grades 5-12 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Continuance of education while serving consequences 
DESCRIPTION Expelled students, grades 5-9. Attendance at PASS provides students 

with academic instruction, intervention and discipline while avoiding 
out of school suspensions. 

CONTACT Jane Borgert 
45 Third Street 
West Alexandria, Ohio 45381 
(937) 839-5895 
Jane_Borgert@preblenet.preble.k12.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ross County 
PROGRAM NAME Roweton Educational Center 
TARGET POPULATION Ages 11 – 18, with or without court involvement  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Education, truancy, behavioral health, mental health 
DESCRIPTION Educational and mental health programming for targeted youth. 

Collaboration of Juvenile Court, mental health providers, Job & Family 
Services, and Educational Service Center. 

CONTACT Bob Gallagher, Director 
Ross County Job & Family Services 
475 Western Avenue, Ste. B 
P.O. Box 469 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 
(740) 772-7451 
GALLAR@odjfs.state.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Scioto County – rural 
PROGRAM NAME CAPE Alternative School 
TARGET POPULATION Students ages 11-18 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Discipline/substance abuse/attendance 
DESCRIPTION Long-term placement for students from local districts. Students receive 

academics, social services, counseling to overcome addictions, anger 
management, environment, etc. 

CONTACT Brett Justice, Director 
South Central Ohio Educational Service Center 
411 Court Street 
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 
(740) 354-0226 
bjustice@scoesc.org  
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EDUCATION AND SCHOOL-BASED PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wayne County  
PROGRAM NAME Success By 6 
TARGET POPULATION All preschool children  
ISSUES ADDRESSED School Readiness 
DESCRIPTION Success By 6 coordinates activities and events to provide information, 

training, and community support to families, teachers, and child care 
providers—so that all children will be ready for school. 

CONTACT Mary J. Shumar, Success By 6 Coordinator 
United Way of Wayne and Holmes Counties and Tri-County 
Educational Service Center 
741 Winkler Road 
Wooster, Ohio  44691 
(330) 345-6771, Ext. 255 
tesc_shumar@tccsa.net 
http://www.unitedway.org/sb6 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wayne County 
PROGRAM NAME The Opportunity School 
TARGET POPULATION At-risk students in grades 7-12 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Truancy, Graduation Rate, Treatment for Children 
DESCRIPTION The Opportunity School is an alternative middle school/high school 

designed to provide intensive academic and therapeutic services for 
students and their families. 

CONTACT Mark J. Stefanik, Director of Alternative Programs 
Wooster City Schools 
144 N. Market Street 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 
(330) 264-0869, Ext. 240 
Stefanik.ma@wooster.k12.oh.us  
www.wooster.k12.oh.us  
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HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ashtabula & Surrounding Counties  
PROGRAM NAME Ashtabula County Kids Olympics 
TARGET POPULATION Kids  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family activity/fitness for kids/patriotism 
DESCRIPTION Games, programs & exhibits designed to promote fitness & family time. 

Agencies, businesses & daycares work together on this Carnival for Kids  
CONTACT Nicole Noscal 

Ashtabula County Children Services 
3914 “C” Court 
P.O. Box 1175 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 
(440) 998-1811 
nkerosky@alltel.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Clermont County  
PROGRAM NAME Child car seat awareness campaign 
TARGET POPULATION Parents and caretakers of young children    
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child car seat safety 
DESCRIPTION In response to a community tragedy, Family and Children First Council, 

Mental Health Recovery Board, Job and Family Services/Child 
Protection Services, Help Me Grow (HMG), Department of Mental 
Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, the OSU Extension Office 
and business leaders have been working to develop a media campaign 
to highlight child car seat safety.  The campaign will be countywide, but 
will additionally target HMG parents and WIC families, among others.    

CONTACT Gretchen Behimer, Program Coordinator 
Clermont County Family & Children First 
1088 Wasserman Way, Suite B 
Batavia, Ohio 45103 
(513) 732-5400 
gbehimer.fcf@ccmhrb.org 
www.clermontfcf.org 
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HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Muskingum County 
PROGRAM NAME Summer Asset Program 
TARGET POPULATION MS youth (entering grade 5 - leaving grade 8) 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Build assets in middle school age youth who are demonstrating at-risk 

behaviors which are likely to lead to court involvement. 
DESCRIPTION Four week summer program (8 – 10 sessions – four hours each) 

designed to build Developmental Assets and promote healthy youth 
development in at-risk middle school youth. Schools, youth serving 
agencies, faith based partners and teen mentors collaborate to help MS 
youth re-direct their energy in a positive manner. Each session 
promotes understanding of one Asset category and how building that 
asset can support these youth and encourage them to make healthy life 
choices, thus succeeding in school and avoiding court involvement.  

CONTACT Katie West, Care Team Coach 
Care Team Collaborative 
205 N. 7th Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
(740) 452-4518 
kwest@mvesc.k12.oh.us 
 
Julie Russell, Juvenile Court Diversion Coordinator 
Muskingum County Juvenile Court 
1860 East Pike 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
(740) 453-0351 
jrussel-mcjc@hotmail.com 
www.ohiocareteam.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Perry County 
PROGRAM NAME Perry County Help Me Grow 
TARGET POPULATION 0 - 3 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Health and development 
DESCRIPTION Help Me Grow provides services to pregnant women and children in 

the first three years of life and includes home visits and child 
development screening. 

CONTACT Cindy Aiello, Project Director 
Perry County Board of MR/DD 
128 S. Main Street 
New Lexington, Ohio 43764 
(740) 342-7722 
c.aiello@perrymrdd.org  
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HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ross County  
PROGRAM NAME Discovery Tree Family Resources 
TARGET POPULATION Pre-school  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Early Childhood Development 
DESCRIPTION Weekly drop-in pre-school program where children and caregivers 

participate in developmentally appropriate activities. Other service 
programming in collaboration with Family and Children First Council 
partners and Ohio University Chillicothe.  

CONTACT Maryjo Flamm-Miller 
Ross County Job & Family Services 
101 University Drive 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 
(740) 772-7370 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wayne County  
PROGRAM NAME New Mom’s Book Bag Project 
TARGET POPULATION New Mothers and Their New Born Babies born at Wooster Community 

Hospital  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Early Learning/Literacy 
DESCRIPTION All new mom’s giving birth to babies at Wooster Community Hospital 

are receiving a book bag which incorporates the following: 
• Information on Help Me Grow, WIC, Family and Children First 

Council 
• Bib saying “Hug Me, Love Me, and Read to Me”  
• Board book including an invitation to come to the Public 

Library to participate in a how to read to your child reading 
event where they will leave with another book.  

• Born Learning Play Book 
This effort is a partnership of United Way’s Success by 6, Wayne County 
Family and Children First Council, Help Me Grow, Wooster Rotary, and 
the Wayne County Public Library. 

CONTACT Brenda Linnick, Executive Director 
United Way of Wayne and Holmes Counties, Inc. 
215 South Walnut Street 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 
(330) 264-3548 
blinnick@uwwayneholmes.org  
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JOB SKILLS PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ottawa County  
PROGRAM NAME Youth Experiencing Success 
TARGET POPULATION 14 to 18 year old Delinquent and At-Risk Youth 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Pre-employment and Job Retention Skills 
DESCRIPTION The YES Program will help youth find jobs and keep jobs. They help 

the youth develop resumes, and learn interviewing skills and employee-
employer relations. They also assist in setting career goals. 

CONTACT Lynn A. DeTray 
Ottawa County Juvenile Court 
315 Madison Street 
Port Clinton, Ohio 43452 
(419) 734-6840 
ldetray@co.ottawa.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Sandusky County  
PROGRAM NAME Youth Works Program 
TARGET POPULATION Male and female juvenile offenders 14-18 years old  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Workforce Development 
DESCRIPTION Our Workforce Development program at the Sandusky County Juvenile 

Court provides job readiness and career development services to 
juvenile offenders.  Skills learned help youths obtain jobs, enroll in a 
formal training or education program that will further their career 
goals. 

CONTACT Phil Collison, Program Director 
Sandusky County Juvenile Court 
100 N. Park Avenue, Suite 224 
Fremont, Ohio 43420 
(419) 333-9469 
cscrc@glis.cc  
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JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Allen County  
PROGRAM NAME Collaborative Assessment Services Team ( CAST) 
TARGET POPULATION Youth arrested for DV or Status Offenses  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Least Restrictive Placement for Youth under arrest 
DESCRIPTION CAST is a screening and triage team (juvenile court, CSB, and FRC) 

designed to ensure immediate access and follow up community services 
for youth and family.  The goal of the program is to eliminate domestic 
violence and further involvement in the court system for status 
offenders. 

MODEL:  Community Collaborative Model  
CONTACT Julie Norberg/Cathy Follet  

Allen County Juvenile Court 
1000 Ward Hill  
Lima, Ohio 45801 
(419) 227-5531 
cfollett@allencountycourt.com; jnorberg@allencountycourt.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County and Greene County School Districts 
PROGRAM NAME Prevention Program 
TARGET POPULATION Youth ages 6-17 with no previous court involvement 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family Support/Resource Referral 
DESCRIPTION Prevention is an educational service offered to families throughout 

Greene County. Our goal is to encourage youth to learn the skills 
needed to make positive life choices. 

CONTACT Randell Gidley, Prevention Coordinator 
Greene County Juvenile Court 
2100 Greene Way Boulevard 
Xenia, Ohio 45385 
(937) 562-4059 
rgidley@co.greene.oh.us 
www.co.greene.oh.us/juv/  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Harrison County 
PROGRAM NAME Speakers Corners 
TARGET POPULATION All students in Harrison County 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Positive Choices for Youth 
DESCRIPTION A program intended to educate students on a wide variety of topics 

utilizing effective speakers. Topics have included pressures of being a 
teen, MADD, mock accident, and consequences of poor choices. 

CONTACT Judge Matthew Puskarich 
Harrison County Juvenile Court 
100 West Market Street 
Cadiz, Ohio 43907 
(740) 942-2088 
hcprobjvct@verizon.net  
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JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lorain County  
PROGRAM NAME Teen Domestic Violence Project 
TARGET POPULATION Youth Charged with Domestic Violence and their Parents 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Domestic Violence  
DESCRIPTION The Teen Domestic Violence Project includes a screening process for 

youth charged with Domestic Violence. A second component of the 
program is parallel education classes for the parent and child on topics 
such as communication, discipline and anger management.  

CONTACT MaryLou Wellman 
Catholic Charities of Lorain County 
638 Poplar Avenue 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 
(440) 366-1106 
mlwellman@clevelandcatholiccharities.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Mahoning County 
PROGRAM NAME KIND Program (Kids In Need of Diversion) 
TARGET POPULATION Ages 6-18 (average age is 13 years) 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Diverting youth from detention 
DESCRIPTION The program is designed from strength-based family model utilizing 

approaches that are family centered whenever possible. A family service 
plan is developed with the family in order to tailor the plan to the 
individual’s particular strengths and needs. 

CONTACT Laura Lonardo, Director 
Mahoning County Juvenile Court 
300 E. Scott Street 
Youngstown, Ohio 44505 
(330) 740.2244, Ext. 6490 
llonardo@mahoningcountyoh.gov  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Montgomery County  
PROGRAM NAME Pre-Teen Program/Care Coordination Team 
TARGET POPULATION Youths ages 6 through 10 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Delinquent & Unruly Behaviors; Mental Health Issues; Abuse, 

Dependency & Neglect Issues 
DESCRIPTION The "Pre-Teen Program," is a specialized intervention/prevention 

program designed to keep non-adjudicated youth age six to ten from 
penetrating further into the juvenile justice system. The Care 
Coordination Team consists of Intervention Center Care Coordination 
and Assessment Specialists, as well as representatives from Montgomery 
County Children Services, CrisisCare and other case appropriate service 
providers. The team meets with the youth and their family, develops a 
multi~agency plan of intervention and monitors the progress through 
case management. 

CONTACT Andie Jones, MS, LSW 
Senior Care Coordination Specialist 
Montgomery County Juvenile Court/Intervention Center  
Juvenile Justice Center 
380 West Second Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45422  
(937) 225-5453 
jonesa@mcohio.org  
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JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Muskingum County 
PROGRAM NAME Diversion Weekend Program 
TARGET POPULATION HS and MS youth at risk for court involvement due to attendance and 

school discipline 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Diverting youth (MS and HS) from court involvement due to 

attendance and school discipline concerns 
DESCRIPTION School administrators recommend youth to this intense 18-hour 

program for youth and families designed to help youth and their 
parents understand how current behaviors are likely to result in 
negative consequences and learn about available community services 
and supports which can help address youth and family needs so youth 
can experience more success in school. 

CONTACT Donna Adornetto, Director Student Services 
Muskingum Valley ESC 
205 N. 7th Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
(740) 452-4518 
dadornetto@mvesc.k12.oh.us 
www.mvesc.k12.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Muskingum County  
PROGRAM NAME Summer Asset Program 
TARGET POPULATION MS youth (entering grade 5-leaving grade 8) 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Build Assets in middle school age youth who are demonstrating at-risk 

behaviors which are likely to lead to court involvement. 
DESCRIPTION Four week summer program (8-10 sessions – four hours each) designed 

to build Developmental Assets and promote healthy youth development 
in at-risk middle school youth.  Schools, youth serving agencies, faith-
based partners and teen mentors collaborate to help MS youth re-direct 
their energy in a positive manner.  Each session promotes 
understanding of one Asset category and how building that asset can 
support these youth and encourage them to make healthy life choices, 
thus succeeding in school and avoiding court involvement. 

CONTACT Katie West, Care Team Coach 
Care Team Collaborative 
205 N. 7th Street 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
(740) 452-4518 
kwest@mvesc.k12.oh.us 
www.ohiocareteam.com  
 
Julie  Russell, Juvenile Court Diversion Coordinator 
1860 East Pike 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 
Jrussell-mcjc@hotmail.com  
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JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ottawa County  
PROGRAM NAME Youth Experiencing Success 
TARGET POPULATION 14 to 18 year old Delinquent and At-Risk Youth  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Pre-employment and Job Retention Skills 
DESCRIPTION The YES Program will help youth find jobs and keep jobs. They help 

the youth develop resumes, and learn interviewing skills and employee-
employer relations. They also assist in setting career goals. 

CONTACT Lynn A. DeTray 
Ottawa County Juvenile Court 
315 Madison St. 
Port Clinton, Ohio 43452 
(419) 734-6840 
ldetray@co.ottawa.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Perry County 
PROGRAM NAME Community Service/Restitution Program 
TARGET POPULATION 12 to 18 male and female 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Paying back restitution 
DESCRIPTION Allows juveniles who owe restitution to work off the set amount via 

community service. 
CONTACT Nikki Enright, Program Coordinator 

Perry County Juvenile Court 
105 N. Main Street 
New Lexington, Ohio 43764 
(740) 342-1118 
pcjuv@perrycountycourt.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME Diversion Program 
TARGET POPULATION Youth 17 and younger 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Status and delinquent offender 
DESCRIPTION An early intervention and prevention program intended to assist youth 

who commit status and specific criminal offense from becoming 
involved in the court system and acquiring a court record. 

CONTACT Michelle Safet/Heather Morton 
Preble County Juvenile Probation 
116 E. Main Street, Suite B 
Eaton, Ohio 45320 
(937) 456-2754 or 9937) 456-2885 
mspit@embarqmail.com 
hamort@embarqmail.com  
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JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME Intensive Supervised Probation 
TARGET POPULATION Serious offenses/repeat offenders 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Delinquency 
DESCRIPTION Intensive supervision of youth; able to do so with a lower case load. 

Hands-on approach working with family as well as the youth. 
CONTACT Joe Betscher 

Preble County Juvenile Court 
118 East Main Street 
Eaton, Ohio 45320 
(937) 456-2085 
jtbprob@embarqmial.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME SAFE 
TARGET POPULATION Unruly/delinquent/at-risk youth 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Intensive home-based treatment program designed to stabilize family 

functioning and preserve the safety of the child, family and community. 
CONTACT Dawna John, Juvenile Probation Officer 

Preble County Juvenile Court 
116 E. Main, Suite B 
Eaton, Ohio 45320 
(937) 456-2085 
Djohn7@embarqmail.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Sandusky County (Fremont) 
PROGRAM NAME Genesis After School Program 
TARGET POPULATION Male and female, high risk offenders, ages 12-17 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Eliminating risk/crime-producing behaviors 
DESCRIPTION The Genesis Program, which meets 5 days per week for 5 hours per day, 

strives to reduce or eliminate illegal and unhealthy behaviors that lead 
to incarceration. Guided by a newly developed curriculum, the Genesis 
staff teaches the youths to change their behavior by providing structure, 
modeling pro-social behavior, and actively engaging parents and 
guardians. 

CONTACT Sarah J. Lewis, Director 
Genesis Program 
100 N. Park Avenue 
Fremont Ohio 43420 
(419) 333-9643 
genesis@glis.cc  
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JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Sandusky County 
PROGRAM NAME Rational Behavior Training (RBT) 
TARGET POPULATION Detained youth (12-17 YOA) 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Irrational thinking/core beliefs 
DESCRIPTION A cognitive behavioral intervention that gives the youth a way of looking 

at how they react to situations and what happens after that. How a 
youth thinks (irrationally) about a situation that occurs leads to certain 
feelings, and these feelings lead to certain actions (irrational). If a 
youth is thinking rationally, their behavior will be rational (pro-social) 

CONTACT Dale A. Mitchell, Director of Detention 
Sandusky County Juvenile Detention Center 
2351 Countryside Drive 
Fremont, Ohio 43420 
(419) 334-6499 
Mitchell-Dale@co.sandusky.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Sandusky County  
PROGRAM NAME Sandusky County Juvenile Diversion Program 
TARGET POPULATION Youth ages 9-18 referred to diversion by the Court  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Delinquent and Unruly Behavior 
DESCRIPTION We use Rational Behavior Training techniques to address negative 

behaviors of youth.  The RBT techniques help youth process through 
situations they encounter in hope that they will make better decisions 
in the future. 

CONTACT Dawn Derucki, Diversion Officer 
Sandusky County Juvenile Court 
100 N. Park Avenue, Suite 224 
Fremont, Ohio 43420 
(419) 334-6200 
Derucki_Dawn@co.sandusky.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Sandusky County  
PROGRAM NAME Sandusky County Juvenile Probation Department 
TARGET POPULATION Youth ages 11-18 involved with Juvenile Court  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Delinquent and Unruly Behavior 
DESCRIPTION We use Rational Behavior Training techniques to address negative 

behaviors of youth.  The RBT techniques help youth process through 
situations they encounter in hope that they will make better decisions 
in the future. 

CONTACT Tyler Tooman, Chief Probation Officer 
Sandusky County Juvenile Court 
100 N. Park Avenue, Suite 224 
Fremont, Ohio 43420 
(419) 332-6200 
Tooman_Tyler@co.sandusky.oh.us  
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JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Sandusky County  
PROGRAM NAME Youth Works Program 
TARGET POPULATION Male and female juvenile offenders 11-18 years old  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Victim Restitution 
DESCRIPTION Our goal is to provide restitution to the people of Sandusky County in a 

way that increases accountability and job skills for our youth.  Youth 
Works offers youth an opportunity to earn money to compensate the 
victims for their property loss through a car-detailing program designed 
and made available to county employees and their immediate family 
members.  The fees collected go directly to a fund, which the court uses 
to repay crime victims. 

CONTACT Phil Collison, Program Director 
Sandusky County Juvenile Court 
100 N. Park Avenue Suite 224 
Fremont, Ohio 43420 
(419) 333-9469 
cscrc@glis.cc  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wood County 
PROGRAM NAME CRC/JDC 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile Detention Center 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Mental Health and Drug/Alcohol Screening 
DESCRIPTION CRC is a mental health agency servicing children and adolescents to 18 

years of age. We provide services to youth detained in our detention 
center in MH screening, assessment, diagnosis, case management and 
also assist the juvenile center with Crisis Intervention as needed 24/7. 
Our screening also involves drug/alcohol issues. A third component is 
Teen Screen for depression/suicide. 

CONTACT Tiffany Miller 
Children’s Resource Center 
1045 Klotz Road 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 
(888) 466-KIDS 
www.wcnet.org/~crckids  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wood County 
PROGRAM NAME Juvenile Detention Center Prevention Program 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile Detention Center Youth 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION All youth receiving this program will gain information about risks 

associated with Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drugs (ATOD) use, learn 
decision-making, problem-solving, and communication skills and build 
developmental assets. Evaluation measures indicate that youth learn 
new skills and information that can assist them in making healthy life 
choices. We collaborate closely with Children’s Resource Center as we 
further develop this program. 

CONTACT Lorrie Lewandowski, Program Coordinator/Supervisor 
Wood County Educational Service Center 
1867 North Research Drive 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
(419) 354-9010, Ext. 113 
Wcesc_II@nwoca.org  
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MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Athens County 
PROGRAM NAME Community-based Mental Health Services 
TARGET POPULATION Individuals & children with mental health problems 
ISSUES ADDRESSED The need for local services where families can access them 
DESCRIPTION The local mental health agencies are creating counseling and case 

management services at local gathering places and the schools. 
Children Services placed two social workers in two school districts who 
work in collaboration with the mental health systems. Also, mental 
health is implementing the newly developed Intensive Home-based 
Services. 

CONTACT Tri-County Mental Health & Counseling 
90 Hospital Drive 
Athens, Ohio 45701 
(740) 592-3091 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Athens County 
PROGRAM NAME Maternal Depression 
TARGET POPULATION Women who are depressed 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Depression 
DESCRIPTION Maternal depression was identified as the root of many problems in 

Athens County including substance abuse, child abuse, poor parenting, 
attachment issues, and domestic violence.  Further investigation reveals 
poverty and unresolved trauma issues are at the root of depression.  
One Mental Health grant has been funded so far to address this issue; 
more are being sought.   

CONTACT Cindy Birt 
FCFC 
18 Stonybrook Drive 
Athens, Ohio 45701 
(740) 592-9081 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County Ohio & Miami Valley Region  
PROGRAM NAME Integrated Youth Services, Inc. 
TARGET POPULATION 0-18 years  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Youth Mental Health & Substance Abuse 
DESCRIPTION IYS provides youth mental health assessments and treatment including 

medication management and partial hospitalization programs.  IYS also 
provides youth substance abuse assessment and treatment along with an 
Intensive Out-Patient Program and prevention programs for the 
community.  

CONTACT David D. Nuscher, Executive Director 
Integrated Youth Services 
Main office -1321 Research Park Drive, Beavercreek, Ohio 45432 
Xenia Branch at 1237 Monroe Drive, Xenia, Ohio 45385 
(937) 427-3837 
dnuscher@iysgreene.org  
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MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Hamilton County 
PROGRAM NAME Family Access Partnership (FAP) 
TARGET POPULATION Adults or children active with the child welfare system who are 

experiencing mental health symptoms. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Timely access to community based outpatient mental health services 

allowing child to remain safely in their home, expediting reunification 
or finding permanency timelier as well as family-centered care 
management. 

DESCRIPTION FAP is a vendor of MHRSB, and through a MOU between MHRSB & 
HCJFS, leadership from the public partners share the governance and 
cost of FAP. This is a system of care between the mental health & child 
welfare systems with the goals of improving access to needed mental 
health services and family-centered care facilitation, including 
connection with the adult mental health system. Its scope is limited to 
managing outpatient mental health services. 

CONTACT Marie Weaver  
Hamilton County Job & Family Services 
222 E. Central Parkway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 946-1666 
Weavem@jfs.hamilton-co.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lake County 
PROGRAM NAME Crossroads 
TARGET POPULATION Ages 0 -17 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Behavioral healthcare for children/adolescents 
DESCRIPTION Crossroads is a non-profit community behavioral health organization 

that has been serving the people of Lake County since 1971. We offer a 
broad-range of outpatient, school-based and home-based mental health 
and substance-abuse services for children, adolescents and their 
families. In addition, we operate an Early Head Start and an alternative 
school for children with severe emotional disturbance. In an average 
year, Crossroads reaches more than 19,000 children and families. All 
services are provided based upon a sliding-fee scale, and no client will 
be refused treatment because of inability to pay. 

CONTACT Wayne Lindstrom, Ph.D. 
Crossroads 
8445 Munson Road 
Mentor, Ohio 44060 
(440) 255-1700 
wlindstrom@crossroads-lake.org 
www.crossroads-lake.org  
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MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lorain County  
PROGRAM NAME Juvenile Offenders Project (JOP) 
TARGET POPULATION Youth charged with violent crimes suspected of having a mental illness  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Mental Illness and Youth Violence 
DESCRIPTION JOP started as a grant to provide high-end comprehensive assessments, 

stabilization in a secure residential center and intensive in-home 
aftercare. The Project continues intact using local funds. 

CONTACT Marianne Riley, Intersystem Programming Director 
Integrated Services Partnership 
1173 North Ridge Road, Suite 101 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 
(440) 233-2020 
mriley@lcmhb.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Madison County 
PROGRAM NAME Incredible Years 
TARGET POPULATION Children ages 2 to 8 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevent, reduce and treat aggressive, defiant, oppositional and 

impulsive behaviors. 
DESCRIPTION A recognized SAMSHA Model program designed to promote positive, 

effective and research proven parenting and teaching practices that 
strengthen young children’s social competence and problem solving 
abilities and reduce aggression at home and school. 

CONTACT Saundra LaPrise, Director 
Madison County Family Council 
52 S. Main Street 
London, Ohio 43140 
(740) 852.0339 
slaprise@co.madison.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Pickaway County 
PROGRAM NAME Scioto Paint Valley Mental Health Center 
TARGET POPULATION Children and adolescents 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Community-based services for youth 
DESCRIPTION The Intensive Community-based Program uses intensive case managers 

to provide services to youth in their home, at school, and in the 
community. 

CONTACT Vince Yaniga, Clinic Director 
Scioto Paint Valley Mental Health Center 
145 Morris Road 
Circleville, Ohio 43113 
(740) 474-8874 Ext. 227 
vyaniga@spvmhc.org  
www.SPVMHC.org    
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MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Trumbull County, Northeast Ohio 
PROGRAM NAME Secure Care for Children Unit 
TARGET POPULATION 6 to 18 year olds 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Community-based residential treatment for SED children 
DESCRIPTION In 1997, Trumbull County Children Services (which has a 40-year 

history of providing residential treatment services) joined with the 
county ADAMH (Alcohol, Drug Addiction & Mental Health) Board 
(now called Lifelines) to secure MH monies to build a new unit to treat 
severely emotionally disturbed children right in Trumbull County. 
Previously, our only option was to send these very troubled children out 
of county, across the state, or out of state for treatment, often delaying 
reunification. Local mental health staff have offices right at the unit & 
provide the therapeutic services; CSB provides the program coordinator 
& child care staff—all on campus of children services. Parents can be an 
active part of their child’s treatment process, several times a week. Great 
collaborative service; strong Wraparound oversight involvement—saves 
the county a lot of money from the pooled fund! 

CONTACT Marcia A. Tiger, Executive Director 
Trumbull County Children Services 
2282 Reeves Rd. NE 
Warren, Ohio 44483 
(330) 372-2010 
tigerm@odjfs.state.oh.us 
www.trumbullcsb.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wood County         
PROGRAM NAME CRC / JDC 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile Detention Center  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Mental Health and Drug / Alcohol Screening 
DESCRIPTION CRC is a mental health agency serving children and adolescents to 18 

years of age.  We provide services to youth detained in our detention 
center in MH screening, assessment, diagnosis, case management and 
also assist the juvenile center with Crisis Intervention as needed 
24/7. Our screening also involves Drug/Alcohol issues. A third 
component is Teen Screen for depression/suicide.  

CONTACT Tiffany Miller 
Children’s Resource Center 
1045 Klotz Road 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 
1-888-466-KIDS 
www.wcnet.org/~crckids 
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MENTORING PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Clinton County  
PROGRAM NAME Academy of Greene County 
TARGET POPULATION Students in grades 9-12  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Public School dropouts 
DESCRIPTION This is a mentoring program which allows students to work with adults 

to change their behaviors in a positive way while pursuing a credit 
recovery program so they can graduate from High School. 

CONTACT Mel Campbell, Program Supervisor 
Greene County ESC 
360 East Enon Road 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 
(937) 767-1303 
Gcb_thomas@mveca.org  
www.greene.k12.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County  
PROGRAM NAME Academy of Greene County 
TARGET POPULATION Students in grades 9-12  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Public School dropouts 
DESCRIPTION This is a mentoring program which allows students to work with adults 

to change their behaviors in a positive way while pursuing a credit 
recovery program so they can graduate from High School. 

CONTACT Mel Campbell, Program Supervisor 
Greene County ESC 
360 East Enon Road 
Yellow Springs, Ohio 45387 
(937) 767-1303 
Gcb_thomas@mveca.org  
www.greene.k12.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lorain County  
PROGRAM NAME Mentoring Project 
TARGET POPULATION High Need Lorain County Youth  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Social Skills Training, Respite and Recreational Training 
DESCRIPTION Youth are exposed individually and in small groups to legal recreational 

activities with a focus on developing positive social skills. The time spent 
with the mentor also provides respite for the family and the child. 

CONTACT Marianne Riley, Intersystem Program Director 
Integrated Services Partnership 
1173 North Ridge Road, Suite 101 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 
(440) 233-2020 
mriley@lcmhb.org  
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MENTORING PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Montgomery County  
PROGRAM NAME Reclaiming Futures’ Natural Helpers Program 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile justice youth, ages 13-17 years old  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Juvenile substance use and delinquency 
DESCRIPTION 

 

A Robert Wood Johnson Foundation initiative, the Reclaiming Futures’ 
Natural Helper Program recruits, screens, trains and connects caring 
citizen volunteer mentors with Court-involved youth and their families 
to help them overcome alcohol, drugs and crime based on an 
individualized, strength-based care plan.   

CONTACT Yvonne Sherrer, Natural Helper Coordinator 
Montgomery County Juvenile Court 
Juvenile Justice Center 
380 West Second Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45422 
(937) 496-6877 
sherry@mcohio.org  
www.reclaimingfutures.org  
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Athens County 
PROGRAM NAME Intersystems Collaboration 
TARGET POPULATION Youth in the juvenile justice, mental health systems, or who are dual 

diagnosed MRDD – mental health 
ISSUES ADDRESSED High-risk children 
DESCRIPTION Collaboration has reached new levels of cooperative planning on behalf 

of all children in the county without regard to “systems”.  This new 
effort includes the DYS Re-Entry Program and MRDD dual –diagnosed 
children.     

CONTACT Cindy Birt 
FCFC 
18 Stonybrook Drive 
Athens, Ohio 45701 
(740) 592-9081 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Butler County 
PROGRAM NAME Community Wraparound 
TARGET POPULATION Youth ages 3 to 22 (if MRDD eligible)  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Behavioral Health 
DESCRIPTION Wraparound is a dynamic process of individualized, strength based, 

needs-driven planning and service delivery.  These fundamental 
principles merge with a "never give up" philosophy that embodies an 
unconditional commitment to team development, family empowerment 
and outcome based interventions for youth with behavioral health 
needs. 

CONTACT Sharon Custer, Program Director 
Family & Children First Council 
1910 Fairgrove Avenue, Suite B 
Hamilton, Ohio 45011 
(513) 785-5177 
custers@bcesc.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Butler County 
PROGRAM NAME Functional Family Therapy 
TARGET POPULATION At-risk youth aged 11 to 17 and their families, often involved with 

juvenile court 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Anger, domestic violence, substance abuse, run-away, academic failure 
DESCRIPTION FFT is an empirically grounded, well-documented and highly successful 

family intervention for at-risk and juvenile justice involved youth. 
CONTACT Cheryl Burns, Family Life Services Director 

LifeSpan, Inc.  
1900 Fairgrove Avenue 
Hamilton, Ohio 45011  
(513) 868-3210 
burnsc@lifespanohio.org  
www.lifespanohio.org 
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Butler County 
PROGRAM NAME Multisystemic Therapy 
TARGET POPULATION Adolescents 12—17 years old involved with Juvenile Justice at risk for 

out of home placement 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Chronic delinquent behavior 
DESCRIPTION MST addresses the multiple factors related to antisocial behavior across 

all the systems of an adolescent’s natural environment.  Treatment 
goals are developed around the individual’s specific risk factors, the 
family directs the treatment plan, and services are delivered in the 
familiar environment of the adolescent. 

CONTACT Todd Provenzano, MST Supervisor 
St. Aloysius Orphanage 
4721 Reading Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237 
(513) 242-7600 
tprovenzano@staloysiuscincinnati.org 
www.staloysiuscincinnati.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Clermont County  
PROGRAM NAME Clermont County Therapeutic Foster Care 
TARGET POPULATION Children in residential treatment or with needs severe enough to 

warrant residential treatment.  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Lack of community-based programs able to meet the needs of multi-

need children. 
DESCRIPTION A collaborative effort between JFS/CPS, Juvenile Court, MHRB and 

FCF to maintain multi-need children in the community through 
placement in highly trained and supported therapeutic foster homes.  
Services include in-home therapy, case management, life skills, study 
tables, foster parent support, psychiatric services.   

CONTACT Lisa Bushman, Program Manager 
Clermont County Juvenile Court 
2400 Clermont Center Drive 
Batavia, Ohio 45103 
(513) 732-7675 
lbushman@co.clermont.oh.us 
www.clermontforkids.org 
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Columbiana County 
PROGRAM NAME WrapAround 
TARGET POPULATION Families who are in need of support in parenting children who are at-

risk or system-involved. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Assists families in creating a plan that identifies their family’s individual 

strengths and needs, in order to solve identified challenges and avoid 
out-of-home placements of children. 

DESCRIPTION The WrapAround process is a way to improve the lives of children with 
complex needs and their families. The key characteristics of the process 
are that a plan is developed by a family centered team, is individualized 
based on the strengths and culture of the child and family, and is needs 
rather than service driven. 

CONTACT Karen Arbogast 
Columbiana County FCFC Coordinator 
Columbiana County Family and Children First Council 
P.O. Box 315 
Lisbon, Ohio 44432 
(330) 424-0195, Ext. 106 
karbogast@ccmhrsb.org 
www.ccmhrsb.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Coshocton County 
PROGRAM NAME Creative Options 
TARGET POPULATION At-Risk Youth and Families 
ISSUES ADDRESSED At-Risk Youth and Families 
DESCRIPTION Creative Options focuses on coordinating services for children abused, 

neglected, dependent, unruly, and delinquent as well as families 
voluntarily seeking services.  The service plan recognizes the need for 
family focused services and increased parent involvement in the 
planning of services for their child.  The plan encourages early service 
intervention and includes wrap around services.  The wraparound 
services are designed to help families in all aspects of their lives as well 
as encourage collaboration and coordination from all agencies 
involved. 

CONTACT Aimee Matusik, Director 
Family & Children First Council 
724 S. 7th Street 
Coshocton, Ohio 43812 
(740) 622-3760 
amatusik@odh.ohio.gov  
www.coshoctonfamilyandchildrenfirst.org 
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Defiance County 
PROGRAM NAME Functional Family Therapy 
TARGET POPULATION Youth 11-18 who are at risk of removal from their home and/or 

involved in the juvenile court system. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevention of out of home placement 
DESCRIPTION Family Functional Therapy is a well-rounded, empirically grounded and 

highly successful family intervention program for dysfunctional youth. 
The major goal of FFT is to improve family communication while 
decreasing the intense negativity so often characteristics of the families. 
Other goals include helping family members identify what they desire 
from each other, identifying possible solutions to family problems, and 
developing powerful behavior change strategies. 

CONTACT Angie Burton, Clinical Manager 
Four County Family Center 
7320 State Highway 108 
Wauseon, Ohio 43567 
(419) 335-3732 
awieland@fsno.org 
www.fsno.org  

  
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Defiance County 
PROGRAM NAME Intensive Home-based Treatment 
TARGET POPULATION Children ages 5-18 who are at-risk of removal from the home, returning 

from out of home placement or safety issues in the home. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevention of out of home placement 
DESCRIPTION IHBT combines assessment, case management, crisis response, therapy 

and supportive services into a single service with one therapist. It is 
short term, 3-6 months in length and intensive, with a minimum of 3 
hours of service per week. The case load is small, 4-78 cases. 

CONTACT Angie Burton, Clinical Manager 
Four County Family Center 
7320 State Highway 108 
Wauseon, Ohio 43567 
(419) 335-3732 
awieland@fsno.org 
www.fsno.org  
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Fulton County 
PROGRAM NAME Functional Family Therapy 
TARGET POPULATION Youth 11-18 who are at risk of removal from their home and/or 

involved in the juvenile court system. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevention of out of home placement 
DESCRIPTION Family Functional Therapy is a well-rounded, empirically grounded and 

highly successful family intervention program for dysfunctional youth. 
The major goal of FFT is to improve family communication while 
decreasing the intense negativity so often characteristics of the families. 
Other goals include helping family members identify what they desire 
from each other, identifying possible solutions to family problems, and 
developing powerful behavior change strategies. 

CONTACT Angie Burton, Clinical Manager 
Four County Family Center 
7320 State Highway 108 
Wauseon, Ohio 43567 
(419) 335-3732 
awieland@fsno.org 
www.fsno.org 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Fulton County 
PROGRAM NAME Intensive Home-based Treatment 
TARGET POPULATION Youth 11-18 who are at risk of removal from their home and/or 

involved in the juvenile court system. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevention of out of home placement 
DESCRIPTION IHBT combines assessment, case management, crisis response, therapy 

and supportive services into a single service with one therapist. It is 
short term, 3-6 months in length and intensive, with a minimum of 3 
hours of service per week. The case load is small, 4-78 cases. 

CONTACT Angie Burton, Clinical Manager 
Four County Family Center 
7320 State Highway 108 
Wauseon, Ohio 43567 
(419) 335-3732 
awieland@fsno.org 
www.fsno.org 
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County Ohio & Miami Valley Region 
PROGRAM NAME Integrated Youth Services, Inc. 
TARGET POPULATION 0-18 years 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Youth mental health and substance abuse 
DESCRIPTION IYS provides youth mental health assessments and treatment including 

medication management and partial hospitalization programs. IYS also 
provides youth substance abuse assessment and treatment along with an 
intensive Out-Patient Program and prevention program for the 
community. 

CONTACT David D. Nuscher, Executive Director 
Integrated Youth Services 
Main Office – 2321 Research Park Drive 
Beavercreek, Ohio 45432  
Xenia Branch - 1237 Monroe Drive 
Xenia, Ohio 45385 
(937) 427-3837 
dnuscher@iysgreene.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Harrison County 
PROGRAM NAME Cluster/Service Coordination 
TARGET POPULATION Multiple need children and their families 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Reducing youth out-of-home placements 
DESCRIPTION Intensive, individualized, family-centered collaboration between parents 

and child & family serving agencies to provide both formal and 
informal supports within the home. 

CONTACT Linda Patterson, Coordinator 
Harrison County Family & Children First 
100 West Market Street 
Cadiz, Ohio 43907 
(740) 942-3430 
fcfclp@eohio.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Henry County 
PROGRAM NAME Functional Family Therapy 
TARGET POPULATION Youth 11-18 who are at risk of removal from their home and/or 

involved in the juvenile court system. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevention of out-of-home placement 
DESCRIPTION Family Functional Therapy is a well-grounded, empirically grounded 

and highly successful family intervention program for dysfunctional 
youth. The major goal of FFT is to improve family communication 
while decreasing the intense negativity so often characteristics of the 
families. Other goals include helping family members identify what they 
desire from each other, identifying possible solutions to family 
problems, and developing powerful behavior change strategies. 

CONTACT Angie Burton, Clinical Manager 
Four County Family Center 
7320 State Highway 108 
Wauseon, Ohio 43567 
(419) 335-3732 
awieland@fsno.org 
www.fsno.org 

 

PAGE 55 

mailto:dnuscher@iysgreene.org
mailto:fcfclp@eohio.net
mailto:awieland@fsno.org
http://www.fsno.org/


MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Henry County 
PROGRAM NAME Intensive Home-based Treatment 
TARGET POPULATION Children ages 5-18 who are at risk of removal from the home, returning 

from out-of-home placement or safety issues in the home. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevention of out-of-home placement 
DESCRIPTION IHBT combines assessment, case management, crisis response, therapy 

and supportive services into a single service with one therapist. It is 
short tem, 3-6 months in length and intensive, with a minimum of 3 
hours of service per week. The case load is small, 4-7 cases. 

CONTACT Angie Burton, Clinical Manager 
Four County Family Center 
7320 State Highway 108 
Wauseon, Ohio 43567 
(419) 335-3732 
awieland@fsno.org 
www.fsno.org 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Holmes County  
PROGRAM NAME Pooled Funding – Service Funding Committee 
TARGET POPULATION Families and children who reside in Holmes County and are referred or 

voluntarily seek services.  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Holmes County utilizes pooled dollars to fund out-of-home placements 

and facilitate service coordination to minimize the length of the 
placement, ensure a successful re-entry to the community, and avoid 
multiple placements for youth. 

DESCRIPTION The Community Care funders (Mental Health, Children’s Services, 
Juvenile Court, MRDD) have designated and appointed individuals to 
serve as members of the Service Funding Committee to address the 
assessment and service needs of families with children.  Multi-system 
strategies are developed and are utilized as strength based plans with a 
focus on family involvement. 

CONTACT Kathy Kelly 
Holmes County Family & Children First Council 
85 North Grant Street 
P.O. Box 72 
Millersburg, Ohio 44654 
(330) 674-6070 
Kellyk01@odjfs.state.oh.us 
www.holmescountyfcfc.org  
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County  
PROGRAM NAME Paid Respite Program 
TARGET POPULATION Families in crisis  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family Preservation 
DESCRIPTION Respite provided for children, up to 14 days, that are in crisis or at risk 

of out of home placement. Ages 0-18. Respite is provided by approved 
providers. 

CONTACT Debbie Sandlin,  Intake Supervisor 
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Road 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
sandld@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Montgomery County  
PROGRAM NAME LIFE Program 
TARGET POPULATION High-risk juvenile offenders   
ISSUES ADDRESSED Home-based mental health intervention for juvenile offenders and 

their families 
DESCRIPTION The Alcohol, Drug Addition and Mental Health Services (ADAMHS) 

Board, Juvenile Court, South Community and Samaritan Behavioral 
Healthcare, Inc. (SBHI/CrisisCare) collaborated on the development 
of an intensive mental treatment program for girls involved with 
Juvenile Court.  This collaboration resulted in the successful funding of 
this project.  The project called, “LIFE (Learning Independence & 
Family Empowerment), is based upon evidence-based clinical treatment 
and intervention model, entitled, “Functional Family Therapy (FFT),” 
for female offenders and their caregivers that includes intensive home 
based treatment, juvenile justice programming, family mentoring and 
other community supports through interagency care planning and 
provision of services.  The LIFE Project will begin June 19, 2006. In 
January 2008 these partners collaborated once again and received 
funding to expand the program to serve boys. This expansion will 
hopefully begin in May 2008.  

CONTACT Eric Shafer, Director of Probation Services 
Montgomery County Juvenile Court 
Juvenile Justice Center 
380 West Second Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45422 
(937) 225-4163 
shafere@mcohio.org  
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lorain County  
PROGRAM NAME Integrated Services Partnership 
TARGET POPULATION High need children and their families  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Shared Planning and Resources 
DESCRIPTION A voluntary collaborative between Juvenile Court, Children Services and 

the boards of  Mental Health, MRDD and ADAS to pool planning, 
funding and resources. There are numerous programs under the 
umbrella of the ISP.  

CONTACT Marianne Riley, Intersystem Programming Director 
Integrated Services Partnership 
1173 North Ridge Road, Suite 101 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 
(440) 233-2020 
mriley@lcmhb.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County  
PROGRAM NAME In-Home Therapy/Case Management 
TARGET POPULATION Adults/adolescents/children involved with CSB  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Chemical Dependency & Mental Health Issues 
DESCRIPTION Work with client population to help keep families intact by addressing 

addictions and mental health issues in the home.  Work collaboratively 
with CSB staff to reduce barriers, increase communication and keep 
families together. 

CONTACT Michael Ruffin – Director of Clinical Services 
Miami County Mental Health Center 
3130 North Dixie Highway 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-7166  
mruffin@uvmc.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County  
PROGRAM NAME Miami County Family Stability Program 
TARGET POPULATION Any family residing in Miami County with a youth at risk of removal 

from the home. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Out-of-Home Placements 
DESCRIPTION The Family Stability Program is a short-term intervention that offers 

assistance to families by identifying services and available resources to 
address a family’s concerns and needs. The program consists of 
meetings with the parent(s), agency contact, and the Family Stability 
Team with the following services available: case management, team 
meetings with all involved agencies, information about available 
resources, staffing for high-risk cases, in-home family coaching, referrals 
to other needed agencies, and possible monetary assistance. 

CONTACT Louisa Huffman, Family Stability Coordinator 
Miami County Family Stability Program 
3130 N. Dixie Highway 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 440-7086 
LHuffman@uvmc.com  

 

PAGE 58 

mailto:mriley@lcmhb.org
mailto:mruffin@uvmc.com
mailto:LHuffman@uvmc.com


MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County  
PROGRAM NAME Paid Respite Program 
TARGET POPULATION Families in crisis  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family Preservation 
DESCRIPTION Respite provided for children, up to 14 days, that are in crisis or at risk 

of out of home placement. Ages 0-18. Respite is provided by approved 
providers. 

CONTACT Debbie Sandlin,  Intake Supervisor 
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Rd. 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
sandld@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ottawa County 
PROGRAM NAME FACT:  Families And Court Together 
TARGET POPULATION Alcohol and/or Drug concerns 

Mental Health concerns 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Juvenile with one of the following… 

1. Alcohol and/or Drug concerns 
2. Mental Health concerns 
3. First time offender 
4. Under the age of 13  

DESCRIPTION Each participant receives intense supervision, random drug screening, 
mental health counseling and judicial oversight.  Upon successful 
completion of the program, Judge Kathleen L. Giesler dismisses the 
complaint.  

CONTACT  
 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Perry County 
PROGRAM NAME F.A.S.T. Program 
TARGET POPULATION At-Risk Families of Perry County 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Wrap around services 
DESCRIPTION Community agencies coming together to serve needy families with 

FAST and ABC dollars. 
CONTACT Cora Bennett, FCFC Coordinator 

Family and Children First 
499 N. State Street 
New Lexington, Ohio 43764 
(740) 342-3542 
Pcfcfc@yahoo.com  
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Pickaway County  
PROGRAM NAME Scioto Paint Valley Mental Health Center 
TARGET POPULATION Children and adolescents  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Community-based services for youth 
DESCRIPTION The Intensive Community-Based Program uses intensive case managers 

to provide services to youth in their home, at school, and in the 
community. 

CONTACT Vince Yaniga, Clinic Director 
Scioto Paint Valley Mental Health Center 
145 Morris Road 
Circleville, Ohio 43113 
(740) 474-8874, Ext. 227 
vyaniga@spvmhc.org 
www.spvmhc.org 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Portage County  
PROGRAM NAME Family & Community Services, Inc. – Fast Track 
TARGET POPULATION Families who are in need of support and/or are in jeopardy of having 

their children removed (All are DJFS involved). 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Intensive case management and counseling needs of families in distress 
DESCRIPTION Home-based counseling and case management with the goal of keeping 

families together.  
CONTACT Tracy Deep, Clinical Director or  

Laura Mann, Fast Track Program Manager 
Family & Community Services, Inc. 
143 Gougler Avenue 
Kent, Ohio 44240  
(330) 677-4124 
tdeep@portagefamilies.org 
www.portagefamilies.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME Preble County Community Wraparound 
TARGET POPULATION Preble County children ages 5-17 and their families 
ISSUES ADDRESSED • Reduced delinquent behaviors 

• Increased school success 
• Reduced substance abuse 
• A reduction in family violence, and 
• Reduced behaviors associated with mental illness 

DESCRIPTION Families who are struggling to stay safe and together desire hope for the 
future. High fidelity wraparound service coordination provides the 
model for collaborative planning that allows a family to utilize their 
strengths and natural supports to develop a plan to meet their needs 
for a better life. 

CONTACT Jewel P. Bartels, Administrator 
Preble County Family & Children First Council 
615 Hillcrest Drive 
Eaton, Ohio 45320 
(937) 472-4089 
jewel@preblecountyhealth.org  
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Putnam County (northwest Ohio) 
PROGRAM NAME WrapAround 
TARGET POPULATION Families with children age birth – 18 who are at-risk of out-of-home 

placement 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family crisis stabilization 
DESCRIPTION Strength-based service coordination provided to families in their homes 

to stabilize the family during or after crisis, resolve family conflict and 
help secure needed resources in order to prevent out-of-home 
placement of the children. 

CONTACT Amy Sealts 
Putnam County Family & Children First Council 
124 Putnam Parkway 
Ottawa, Ohio 45875 
(419) 523-5951, Ext. 3047 
asealts@pm.noacsc.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Summit County  
PROGRAM NAME Family & Community Services, Inc. – Fast Track 
TARGET POPULATION Families who are in need of supports and/or are in jeopardy of having 

their children removed (All are DJFS involved). 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Intensive case management and counseling needs of families in distress. 
DESCRIPTION Home-based counseling and case management with the goal of keeping 

families together.  
CONTACT Tracy Deep, Clinical Director or  

Laura Mann, Fast Track Program Manager 
Family & Community Services, Inc. 
143 Gougler Avenue 
Kent, Ohio 44240  
(330) 677-4124 
tdeep@portagefamilies.org 
www.portagefamilies.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Summit County 
PROGRAM NAME Integrated Co-Occurring Treatment (ICT) 
TARGET POPULATION Ages 12-17 years old 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Co-occurring (AOD & MH) Disorders in Adolescence  
DESCRIPTION ICT is an integrated treatment approach imbedded in an intensive 

home-based model of service delivery that serves youth with co-
occurring conditions of substance abuse and serious emotional 
disability. 

CONTACT Colleen L. Grabowski, PCC-S, CCDCI, ICT Supervisor 
Child Guidance & Family Solutions 
2100 Front Street 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 44221 
(330) 928-2042 
grabc@cgfs.org 
www.cgfs.org  
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Warren County 
PROGRAM NAME Coordinated Care 
TARGET POPULATION Ages 10 – 18 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family dysfunction: delinquency and truancy intervention, home-based 

treatment; assisted living; parent education; treatment; group; case 
management; MRDD 

DESCRIPTION Provide services to multi-need children and their families in 
home/community based setting. 

CONTACT Kim Sellers 
Warren County Educational Service Center 
320 East Silver Street 
Lebanon, Ohio 45036 
(513) 695-2311 
Wb_sellers@swoca.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wayne County  
PROGRAM NAME Diversion Team 
TARGET POPULATION Birth to 21  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Case management and review for multi-system children 
DESCRIPTION Multi-systems approach to planning and funding of wrap around 

services to prevent unnecessary placement of children away from their 
families and communities. Representation, participation and funding 
from Juvenile Court, CSB, MHRB, MRDD and Schools. 

CONTACT Cameron Maneese 
Wayne County Family and Children First Council 
2345 Gateway Drive 
Wooster, Ohio  44691 
(330) 264-2527 
cmaneese@waynefcfc.org  
www.waynefcfc.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wayne County  
PROGRAM NAME Service Coordination Facilitation 
TARGET POPULATION 6-18 year olds  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Coordination of Services for multi-need children 
DESCRIPTION Process by which families with children requiring multi-system 

involvement can obtain coordinated services based upon the strengths 
and needs of the child and family. 

CONTACT Tamela Spotts, Service Coordination Facilitator 
Tri- County ESC with Wayne Family and Children First Council 
741 Winkler Drive 
Wooster, Ohio  44691 
(330) 345-6771, Ext. 236 
Tesc_spotts@tccsa.net 
www.waynefcfc.org  
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MULTI-NEED YOUTH AND PLACEMENT PREVENTION PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Williams County 
PROGRAM NAME Functional Family Therapy 
TARGET POPULATION Youth 11-18 who are at risk of removal from their home and/or 

involved in the juvenile court system. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevention of out-of-home placement 
DESCRIPTION Family Functional Therapy is a well-grounded, empirically grounded 

and highly successful family intervention program for dysfunctional 
youth. The major goal of FFT is to improve family communication 
while decreasing the intense negativity so often characteristics of the 
families. Other goals include helping family members identify what they 
desire from each other, identifying possible solutions to family 
problems, and developing powerful behavior change strategies. 

CONTACT Angie Burton, Clinical Manager 
Four County Family Center 
7320 State Highway 108 
Wauseon, Ohio 43567 
(419) 335-3732 
awieland@fsno.org 
www.fsno.org 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Williams County 
PROGRAM NAME Intensive Home-based Treatment 
TARGET POPULATION Children ages 5-18 who are at risk of removal from the home, returning 

from out of home placement or safety issues in the home. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevention of out-of-home placement 
DESCRIPTION IHBT combines assessment, case management, crisis response, therapy 

and supportive services into a single service with one therapist. It is 
short term, 3-6 months in length and intensive, with a minimum of 3 
hours of service per week. The case load is small, 4-7 cases. 

CONTACT Angie Burton, Clinical Manager 
Four County Family Center 
7320 State Highway 108 
Wauseon, Ohio 43567 
(419) 335-3732 
awieland@fsno.org 
www.fsno.org 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Williams County 
PROGRAM NAME Multiple Domain Therapy 
TARGET POPULATION 11-18 year olds, male/female 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Dysfunctional families with high-risk youth that are at risk of being 

removed from home. 
DESCRIPTION A therapist provides in-home therapy 5 hours a week for 4 months 

using research based interventions to accomplish the goals for each 
family. The biggest goal is to strengthen the family and keep the child 
in the home. 

CONTACT Scott Acus, CEO 
Acus Therapy Services 
108 W. High Street 
Bryan, Ohio 43506 
(419) 636-1713 
scott@acustherapyservices.com  
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PARENT AND CHILD PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ashtabula & surrounding counties 
PROGRAM NAME Ashtabula County Family-a-Fair 
TARGET POPULATION Families 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Help & Support for Families 
DESCRIPTION Ashtabula Family-a-Fair is a one-day event offering entertainment, 

education, exhibits & programs to support families. It is a collaboration 
of agencies, schools, churches & businesses working together to help 
families. 

CONTACT Nick Kerosky, Executive Director 
Ashtabula County Children Services 
3914 “C” Court, P.O. Box 1175 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 
(440) 998-1811 
nkerosky@alltel.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Crawford County 
PROGRAM NAME Strengthening Families Program 
TARGET POPULATION Youth aged 6 to 9 and 9 to 14 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Increasing parenting skills; family communication. Increasing 

ownership of behavior on behalf of children and youth. 
DESCRIPTION Strengthening Families Program (SFP) is a nationally and 

internationally recognized parenting and family strengthening program 
for high-risk families. SFP is an evidence-based family skills training 
program found to significantly reduce problem behaviors, delinquency, 
and alcohol and drug abuse in children and to improve social 
competencies and school performance. Child maltreatment also 
decreases as parents strengthen bonds with their children and learn 
more effective parenting skills. 

CONTACT Lisa Wagner, Therapist 
Community Counseling Services, Inc. 
2458 Stetzer Road 
Bucyrus, Ohio 44820 
(419) 562-2000 
www.strengtheningfamiliesprogram.org  
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PARENT AND CHILD PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County 
PROGRAM NAME Strengthening Families I and II 
TARGET POPULATION I – Parents and children 5-10 

II – Parents and children 10-14 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family related risk and protective factors 
DESCRIPTION During the seven sessions, parents and children meet separately for the 

first hour and are together the second hour. Children develop skills in 
handling stress and peer pressure, planning a positive future and 
effective communication. Parents/caregivers learn nurturing skills to 
support their children, clear communication and effective discipline. 
Families practice the skills they just worked on during the second hour 
and learn to have fun and grow together. 

CONTACT Emily Magoteaux, Prevention Specialist II 
Greene County Juvenile Court 
2100 Greene Way Boulevard 
Xenia, Ohio 45385 
(937) 562-4049 
emagoteaux@co.greene.oh.us 
www.co.greene.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lorain County 
PROGRAM NAME Strengthening Families Program for Parents and Youth (ages 10-14 and 

13-17) 
TARGET POPULATION General families, court-ordered, families of adolescents in substance 

abuse treatment, Spanish program for mono-lingual families, adopted 
for families in the MR/DD system. 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Family-based curriculum teaching communication, love and limits. 
DESCRIPTION Seven week session for youth, parents and then families. Includes focus 

on rule setting, family communications and love/limits. Each week 
youth and parents are separated during the first hour then brought 
back together for family projects. Meals are a valuable component as 
well as incentives for success. 

CONTACT Elaine Georgas 
(440) 282-9920 
Georgas@lorainadas.org  
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PARENT AND CHILD PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Madison County 
PROGRAM NAME Strengthening Families 
TARGET POPULATION Parents and Youth ages 10-14 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Substance abuse and anti-social aggressive behavior 
DESCRIPTION A recognized SAMSHA Model program designed to reduce adolescent 

substance abuse and other problematic behaviors. The program is 
delivered within parent, youth and family sessions. The seven session 
program assists parents in gaining a better understanding of youth 
development, special family needs and an understanding of risk and 
protective factors. 
 
*Ohio Family and Children First Coordinators Association is promoting 
Strengthening Families train the trainers programming to facilitate 
implementation of this program statewide. 

CONTACT Saundra LaPrise, Director 
Madison County Family Council 
52 S. Main Street 
London, Ohio 43140 
(740) 852-0339 
slaprise@co.madison.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County 
PROGRAM NAME KIDS and Kids Care 
TARGET POPULATION Children of divorce ages 7-17 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Children education about divorce 
DESCRIPTION KIDS is a court-mandated program for children of divorce. It focuses on 

how divorce impacts children and offer coping skills and reassurance. 
The program offers separate age groups with age appropriate materials 
and approaches. Kids Care is a follow group for children who need 
more assistance. This is offered through Marion Area Counseling 
Center. 

CONTACT Dave Reed, Director of Court Services 
Marion Family Court 
222 W. Center Street 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-4060 
dreed@county.co.marion.oh.us  
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PARENT AND CHILD PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County 
PROGRAM NAME Strengthening Families Program 
TARGET POPULATION Ages 6-9 and 9-14 and parents 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Parenting, family communication 
DESCRIPTION Strengthening Families Program (SFP) is a nationally and 

internationally recognized parenting and family strengthening program 
for high-risk families. SFP is an evidence-based family skills training 
program found to significantly reduce problem behaviors, delinquency, 
and alcohol and drug abuse in children and to improve social 
competencies and school performance. Child maltreatment also 
decreases as parents strengthen bonds with their children and learn 
more effective parenting skills. 

CONTACT Kelly Garrett 
Marion County Family and Children First 
125 Executive Drive, Suite 100 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-3075 
mcfcfc@marion.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Perry County 
PROGRAM NAME “CHAT” Charting Healthy Attitudes Together   
TARGET POPULATION Families of Perry County (Mothers, Daughters, Grandmothers, Aunts 

and even Foster Moms—any woman who has a vested interest in the life 
of a girl is welcome) 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Time for mothers and daughters to connect for conversation, laughing 
and just enjoying each other. 

DESCRIPTION To help women and girls have the opportunity to explore other peoples 
point of view. 

CONTACT Patti Smith of Conflict Solutions 
Perry County 
(740) 987-7466 
confidentialjustice@yahoo.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Perry County 
PROGRAM NAME Incredible Years 
TARGET POPULATION Youth ages 2 through 18 and their families 
ISSUES ADDRESSED An evidence-based, best practice parent training and child social skills 

training 
DESCRIPTION Parent training and child social skills training 
CONTACT Vickie Hare  

Thompkins Child & Adolescent Services, Inc. 
205 West Brown Street 
New Lexington, Ohio 43764 
(740) 826-7650 
www.fcasinc.org  
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PARENT AND CHILD PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wyandot County/Upper Sandusky and Carey 
PROGRAM NAME Youth Cooking 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile offenders and at-risk teens 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Life skills and family communication 
DESCRIPTION Twice each month a group of teens prepare a meal and invite their 

family to dinner. They do the meal service and clean up. Currently, we 
use the Senior Citizen Center Kitchen. 

CONTACT Liz Smith, Family and Consumer Science Educator 
Ohio State University Extension Educator 
109 S. Sandusky Avenue, Room 16 
Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43351 
(419) 294-4931 
Smith.3993@cfaes.osu.edu 
http://wyandot.osu.edu  
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PARENTING PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Defiance County 
PROGRAM NAME Partnerships in Parenting 
TARGET POPULATION Separated, never married parents 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Communication 
DESCRIPTION The program’s goal is to build positive communication between parents 

focusing on the benefits of involving both parents in a child’s life. 
Parents should work together as part of a team to raise their child. 

CONTACT Kathy Bechstein or Peg Stickan, Facilitators 
Center for Child & Family Advocacy 
219 E. Washington Street 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-0540 
kathyb@henry-net.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Erie County  
PROGRAM NAME Teens and Tots Program 
TARGET POPULATION Teen parents and their Children  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Support and Parenting Education for Teen Parents 
DESCRIPTION Monthly meeting for Teen parents & playtime for their child.  Includes 

meal, Supervision, parenting lesson, incentives for the teens, and 
networking them to other programs. 

CONTACT Mary David, PAT Coordinator 
EHCAC, Inc. 
908 S. Depot Street 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
(419) 602-0150, cell;  (419) 625-2214, office 
mdavid@ehcac.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Greene County 
PROGRAM NAME Parent Support Program 
TARGET POPULATION Parents who are system-involved 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Parent Education 
DESCRIPTION Parent education and support services designed to assist parents with 

the development and/or strengthening of parenting skills and 
competencies. The curriculum is primarily based on The Parent’s 
Toolshop by Jody Johnston Pawel. 

CONTACT Ginger Smith, Parent Support Coordinator 
Family & Children First 
158 E. Main Street 
Xenia, Ohio 45385  
(937) 562-5600 
gsmith@co.greene.oh.us 
http://www.co.greene.oh.us/fcf  
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PARENTING PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Harrison County  
PROGRAM NAME Parenting Project 
TARGET POPULATION Parents of strong-willed adolescents  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Positive Parenting 
DESCRIPTION Parenting program teaching identification, prevention and intervention 

strategies for the most destructive of adolescent behaviors such as poor 
school attendance, alcohol/drug use, criminal gang involvement, 
runaway tendencies and acts of violence.  

CONTACT Tiffany Stock, Juvenile Court Liaison 
Harrison County Juvenile Court 
100  West  Market Street 
Cadiz, Ohio 43907 
(740) 942-2088 
hcprobjvct@vertizon.net 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Henry County 
PROGRAM NAME Partnerships in Parenting 
TARGET POPULATION Separated, never married parents 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Communication 
DESCRIPTION The program’s goal is to build positive communication between parents 

focusing on the benefits of involving both parents in a child’s life. 
Parents should work together as part of a team to raise their child. 

CONTACT Kathy Bechstein or Peg Stickan, Facilitators 
Center for Child & Family Advocacy 
219 E. Washington Street 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-0540 
kathyb@henry-net.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Madison County  
PROGRAM NAME Incredible Years 
TARGET POPULATION Children ages 2 to 8 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Prevent, reduce and treat aggressive, defiant, oppositional and 

impulsive behaviors 
DESCRIPTION A recognized SAMSHA Model program designed to promote positive, 

effective and research proven parenting and teaching practices that 
strengthen young children’s social competence and problem solving 
abilities and reduce aggression at home and school. 

CONTACT Saundra LaPrise, Director 
Madison County Family Council 
52 S. Main Street 
London, Ohio 43140 
(740) 852-0339 
slaprise@co.madison.oh.us  
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PARENTING PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Mahoning County 
PROGRAM NAME Parent Project 
TARGET POPULATION Parents 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Parenting issues 
DESCRIPTION The training program is designed to meet the specific needs of parents 

raising strong-willed or out-of-control adolescents by providing support 
group sessions and a series of classes. 

CONTACT Janet Tarpley, Director 
Mahoning County Juvenile Court 
300 E. Scott Street 
Youngstown, Ohio 44505 
(330) 740-2244, Ext. 6494 
jtarpley@mahoningcountyoh.gov  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Miami County 
PROGRAM NAME In-Home Parenting Education 
TARGET POPULATION Families under voluntary or Protective Supervision with the agency 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Family preservation and permanency 
DESCRIPTION Instructors provide one-on-one parenting education in the home of the 

caretaker. Curriculum includes: videos, books, and worksheets for all 
age groups. 

CONTACT Lori Rusnak, In-Home Supervisor 
Miami County Children’s Services 
1695 Troy-Sidney Road 
Troy, Ohio 45373 
(937) 335-4103 
rusnal@odjfs.state.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Portage County  
PROGRAM NAME Family & Community Services, Inc. –  

Parenting Solutions 
TARGET POPULATION Adults with children who have a desire to be more effective parents 

(often involved with DJFS)  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Parenting Education and Treatment 
DESCRIPTION We offer three 10-week groups to equip parents with the tools needed 

to more effectively parent children of any age. The three groups 
include: basic parenting skills, parenting young children, parenting 
teenagers.  

CONTACT Tracy Deep, Clinical Director or 
Ed Dickerhoof, Parenting Coordinator 
Family & Community Services, Inc. 
143 Gougler Avenue 
Kent, Ohio 44240 
(330) 677-4124 
tdeep@portagefamilies.org 
www.portagefamilies.org  
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PARENTING PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Perry County 
PROGRAM NAME Principles of Parenting 
TARGET POPULATION Parents of out-of-wedlock child or children 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Juvenile Court Mandated, parenting education program 
DESCRIPTION Principles of Parenting is a Juvenile Court-Mandated parenting 

education program for non-married individuals petitioning custody of 
their out-of-wedlock child or children. 

CONTACT Tanya Jenkins, Clerk 
Perry County Juvenile Court 
105 N. Main Street 
P.O. Box 167 
New Lexington, Ohio 43764 
(740) 342-1118 
pcjuv@perrycountycourt.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Putnam County 
PROGRAM NAME The Parent Project 
TARGET POPULATION Children ages 5-18 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Children with safety, aggression or violence issues 
DESCRIPTION The Parent Project teaches and supports parents wanting to change 

their child’s aggressive or destructive behaviors. Goals include reducing 
family conflict, reducing school/community violence, and 
strengthening the family unit. 

CONTACT Amy Sealts 
Putnam County Family & Children First Council 
124 Putnam Parkway 
Ottawa, Ohio 45875 
(419) 523-5952, est. 3047 
asealts@pm.noacsc.org 
www.parentproject.com  
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PARENT PROGRAMS - DIVORCE 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Defiance County 
PROGRAM NAME How to Raise the Best Children Possible 
TARGET POPULATION Parents going through divorce in high-conflict 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Impact of family conflict on children 
DESCRIPTION Child-centered, straight-forward response to divorce education needs. 

Uses Parents Forever Program, addressing impact of divorce on 
children and adults, mediation, coping with emotional, social, 
economic impact of divorce. 

CONTACT Margaret (Peg) Stickan, RN, BSN, M.Ed. 
The Center for Child and Family Advocacy, Inc. 
219 East Washington Street 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-0540 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Henry County 
PROGRAM NAME How to Raise the Best Children Possible 
TARGET POPULATION Parents going through divorce in high-conflict 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Impact of family conflict on children 
DESCRIPTION Child-centered, straight-forward response to divorce education needs. 

Uses Parents Forever Program, addressing impact of divorce on 
children and adults, mediation, coping with emotional, social, 
economic impact of divorce. 

CONTACT Margaret (Peg) Stickan, RN, BSN, M.Ed. 
The Center for Child and Family Advocacy, Inc. 
219 East Washington Street 
Napoleon, Ohio 43545 
(419) 592-0540 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County  
PROGRAM NAME KIDS & Kids Care 
TARGET POPULATION Children of divorce ages 7-17  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Children Education about Divorce 
DESCRIPTION KIDS is a court mandated program for children of divorce.  It focuses 

on how divorce impacts children and offer coping skills and 
reassurance.  The program offers separate age groups with age 
appropriate materials and approaches.  KIDS CARE is a follow group 
for children who need more assistance.  This is offered through Marion 
Area Counseling Center.  

CONTACT Dave Reed, Director of Court Services 
Marion Family Court 
222 W. Center Street 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-4060 
dreed@county.co.marion.oh.us 
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PARENT PROGRAMS - DIVORCE 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County 
PROGRAM NAME PEACE (Parent Education about Children’s Emotions) 
TARGET POPULATION Families in terminating their marriage 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Marriage terminations with children 
DESCRIPTION This mandatory court program was initially started in collaboration with 

Big Brothers & Big Sisters of Marion County. It is a 2-hour program for 
parents to learn how divorce affects their children and to minimize the 
impact on children. 

CONTACT David Reed, Director of Court Services 
Marion  County Family Court 
222 W. Center Street 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-4060 
dreed@court.co.marion.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Monroe County 
PROGRAM NAME Helping Children Cope with Divorce 
TARGET POPULATION Divorcing parents of children (under the age of 18) 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Parenting skills for divorcing parents 
DESCRIPTION This two-hour educational program is designed to aid parents in 

helping their children adjust to the changes that result from a divorce, 
dissolution, or custody modification. It is mandated by the Monroe 
County Court of Common Pleas. Participants learn how to tell children 
about divorce, how to recognize and deal with children’s reactions, and 
how to keep children out of the crossfire between parental conflicts. 
 
Co-facilitators: 
Shelly Schwieterman and Bruce Zimmer 

CONTACT Beth D. Gaydos, Extension Educator 
Ohio State University Extension 
150 Court House 
Caldwell, Ohio 43724 
(740) 732-5681 or (740) 472-0810 
Gaydos.1@osu.edu  
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PARENT PROGRAMS - DIVORCE 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Noble County 
PROGRAM NAME Helping Children Cope with Divorce 
TARGET POPULATION Divorcing parents of children (under the age of 18) 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Parenting skills for divorcing parents 
DESCRIPTION This two-hour educational program is designed to aid parents in 

helping their children adjust to the changes that result from a divorce, 
dissolution, or custody modification. It is mandated by the Noble 
County Court of Common Pleas. Participants learn how to tell children 
about divorce, how to recognize and deal with children’s reactions, and 
how to keep children out of the crossfire between parental conflicts. 
 
Co-facilitators: 
Shelly Schwieterman and Bruce Zimmer 

CONTACT Beth D. Gaydos, Extension Educator 
Ohio State University Extension 
150 Court House 
Caldwell, Ohio 43724 
(740) 732-5681 or (740) 472-0810 
Gaydos.1@osu.edu  
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PARENT TREATMENT PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ottawa County 
PROGRAM NAME HOPE:  Helping Our Parents Excel 
TARGET POPULATION Adult men and women with an Abuse, Neglect or Dependency case 

filed within the Ottawa County Juvenile Court. 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Co-occurring disorders 
DESCRIPTION Each participant receives intense supervision, random drug screening, 

alcohol and/or drug treatment, mental health counseling and regular 
judicial review.  The goal of the program is to assist the participant in 
obtaining sobriety, achieving stability and being reunified with their 
children.   

CONTACT  
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ashtabula County 
PROGRAM NAME Summer Foods 
TARGET POPULATION Kids  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Child Hunger 
DESCRIPTION Summer Foods offers free breakfast & lunch for children in the poorest 

areas of the Ashtabula County.  
 
In 2008, 35,000 children were fed at 22 sites in an 8 week program.  

CONTACT Nicole Noscal 
Ashtabula County Children Services 
3914 “C” Court, P.O. Box 1175 
Ashtabula, Ohio 44004 
(440) 998-1811 
nkerosky@alltel.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Athens County 
PROGRAM NAME Bridge Builders 
TARGET POPULATION The Community 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Underage consumption and youth drug abuse 
DESCRIPTION Bridge Builders (Athens County FCFC HB 289 Plan) has become the 

impetus for change in a local community on the edge of becoming a 
drug haven.  Through several major efforts, drug dealing has lessened, 
children are receiving drug-alcohol information, and the local law 
enforcement, schools, and social services are working together to 
reduce the problem.   

CONTACT Cindy Birt 
FCFC 
18 Stonybrook Drive 
Athens, Ohio 45701 
(740) 592-9081 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Athens County 
PROGRAM NAME Don’t Turn Away Ohio 
TARGET POPULATION Individuals below the poverty level 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Poverty 
DESCRIPTION This is a grass roots effort to bring public awareness to the issue of 

poverty. An inter-agency collaborative effort is currently at work on 
behalf of this problem. 

CONTACT Jack Frech 
ACDJFS 
184 N. Lancaster Street 
Athens, Ohio 45701 
(740) 592-4177 

 

PAGE 77 

mailto:nkerosky@alltel.net


SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Defiance County 
PROGRAM NAME Life Without Drugs 
TARGET POPULATION 14 through 17 year old, male and female 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Substance abuse 
DESCRIPTION To identify clients needs addressing substance abuse history. Identify 

issues and concerns around the juveniles use and working to return 
them home. This is an in-patient program. 

CONTACT Tim Bidlack, Counselor 
Recovery Services of Northwest Ohio 
03-389 Co. Rd. 24.25 
Stryker, Ohio 43557 
(419) 428-2322, Ext. 230 
livewithoutdrugs@nwojdc.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Fulton County 
PROGRAM NAME Life Without Drugs 
TARGET POPULATION 14 through 17 year old, male and female 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Substance abuse 
DESCRIPTION To identify clients needs addressing substance abuse history. Identify 

issues and concerns around the juveniles use and working to return 
them home. This is an in-patient program. 

CONTACT Tim Bidlack, Counselor 
Recovery Services of Northwest Ohio 
03-389 Co. Rd. 24.25 
Stryker, Ohio 43557 
(419) 428-2322, Ext. 230 
livewithoutdrugs@nwojdc.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Hamilton County 
PROGRAM NAME Hamilton  County Family Treatment Drug Court 
TARGET POPULATION Parents or former custodians of children placed in temporary custody 

of HCJFS who have issues with drug or alcohol dependency that 
contributed to the children’s placement in agency custody. 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Chemical dependency 
DESCRIPTION The Hamilton County Family Treatment Drug Court is a collaborative 

effort to ensure timely permanence for children in agency care or 
supervision. The goal of this voluntary program is to provide the most 
efficient substance abuse treatment for parents, as safe return to a sober 
parent is the most natural form of permanency the system can provide. 
This program avoids ineffective treatment, ill-informed court decision-
making and repetitive litigation that impede permanency. 

CONTACT Deanna Nadermann, Specialized Court Coordinator 
Hamilton County Juvenile Court 
800 Broadway 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 946-9258 
Dnadermann@juvcourt.hamilton-co.org  
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Henry County 
PROGRAM NAME Life Without Drugs 
TARGET POPULATION 14 through 17 year old, male and female 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Substance abuse 
DESCRIPTION To identify clients needs addressing substance abuse history. Identify 

issues and concerns around the juveniles use and working to return 
them home. This is an in-patient program. 

CONTACT Tim Bidlack, Counselor 
Recovery Services of Northwest Ohio 
03-389 Co. Rd. 24.25 
Stryker, Ohio 43557 
(419) 428-2322, Ext. 230 
livewithoutdrugs@nwojdc.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Knox County  
PROGRAM NAME Knox County Juvenile Court, Drug Court 
TARGET POPULATION Knox County youth with substance abuse issues 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Substance abuse  
DESCRIPTION The program follows the traditional drug court model with weekly 

court hearings, individual and group counseling, weekly activities, 
monthly family activities and monthly parent meetings. 

CONTACT Angie Webb, Coordinator 
Knox County Juvenile Court 
111 East High Street 
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050 
(740) 393-6797 
awebb@co.knox.oh.us 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Lorain County  
PROGRAM NAME Family Stability Project 
TARGET POPULATION Lorain County Youth and Families  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Basic Needs and Non-Traditional Supports 
DESCRIPTION A jointly managed pool of funds that can provide financial support for 

basic needs (food, utilities, clothing, furniture) or non-traditional 
supports (school fees, camp, bus tickets, recreational activities) 

CONTACT Marianne Riley, Intersystem Programming Director 
Integrated Services Partnership 
1173 North Ridge Road, Suite 101 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 
(440) 233-2020 
mriley@lcmhb.org  
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Montgomery County  
PROGRAM NAME Reclaiming Futures 
TARGET POPULATION Juvenile justice youth, ages 13-17 years old 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Juvenile substance use and delinquency 
DESCRIPTION 

 
 

A Robert Wood Johnson Foundation initiative, Reclaiming Futures - 
Montgomery County Juvenile Court in partnership with The 
Montgomery County Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health 
Services Board, Samaritan Behavioral Health Inc./Samaritan Crisis 
Center, City of Dayton, Recreation and Youth Services, the Montgomery 
County Mentoring Collaborative, The Dayton Urban League, United 
Way of Greater Dayton Area and the Wallace Foundation - has created 
and is sustaining a seamless, strength-based, coordinated system of care 
to help teens overcome alcohol, drugs and crime.  The teen works with 
family members, a Natural Helper – citizen volunteer mentor, 
probation officers, treatment providers and others on an individualized 
treatment and mentoring program tailored to the young person’s own 
needs/strengths in order to improve positive life outcomes and prevent 
future criminal acts.  

CONTACT Charlotte McGuire, Project Director 
Montgomery County Juvenile Court 
Juvenile Justice Center 
380 West Second Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45422 
(937) 496-6737 
mcguirec@mcohio.org  
www.reclaimingfutures.org    

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Perry County 
PROGRAM NAME P.A.T.H. Program 
TARGET POPULATION 12 to 17 male and female 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Juveniles with drug and alcohol problems 
DESCRIPTION Drug court program. Alternative probation, to reduce juvenile crime 

and substance abuse. 
CONTACT Drug Court – Linda Young 

Perry County Juvenile Court 
105 N. Main Street 
New Lexington, Ohio 43764 
(740) 342-1118 
pcjuv@perrycountycourt.com  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Preble County 
PROGRAM NAME Preble County Juvenile Treatment Alternative to Street Crime (TASC) 
TARGET POPULATION 13 to 17 year olds 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Substance abusing juvenile offenders 
DESCRIPTION TASC links drug/alcohol involved juveniles with community-based 

treatment providers and other ancillary services. 
CONTACT Michelle Davis, Director 

Preble County Juvenile TASC 
225 N. Barron Street 
Eaton, Ohio 45320 
(937) 456-3443 
michelle.pctasc@gmail.com  
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Williams County 
PROGRAM NAME Life Without Drugs 
TARGET POPULATION 14 through 17 year old, male and female 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Substance abuse 
DESCRIPTION To identify clients needs addressing substance abuse history. Identify 

issues and concerns around the juveniles use and working to return 
them home. This is an in-patient program. 

CONTACT Tim Bidlack, Counselor 
Recovery Services of Northwest Ohio 
03-389 Co. Road. 24.25 
Stryker, Ohio 43557 
(419) 428-2322, Ext. 230 
livewithoutdrugs@nwojdc.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wood County 
PROGRAM NAME School and Community Based Alcohol, Tobacco Other Drug 

Prevention Program 
TARGET POPULATION Youth in Wood County 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION This ‘ODADAS Exemplary’ program seeks to develop protective factors 

in our youth through research-based curriculums, and other 
intervention strategies. Understanding that drug abuse does not occur 
in a vacuum, we also work with parents and develop community 
coalitions to address ATOD issues on a community level. 

CONTACT Lorrie Lewandowski, Program Coordinator/Supervisor 
Wood County Educational Service Center 
1867 North Research Drive 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402 
(419) 354-9010, Ext. 113 
wcesc_II@nwoca.org  
www.wood.k12.oh.us 
Click on Contact/ click ATOD Services in left-hand corner 

 

PAGE 81 

mailto:livewithoutdrugs@nwojdc.org
mailto:wcesc_II@nwoca.org
http://www.wood.k12.oh.us/


TRUANCY PROGRAMS  
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Columbiana County 
PROGRAM NAME Truancy Mediation 
TARGET POPULATION Students who have been identified by the school district as having a 

problem with attendance, and are at-risk for referral to Juvenile court if 
improvement is not achieved in attendance 

ISSUES ADDRESSED Students who are having problems with absenteeism and tardiness 
DESCRIPTION Truancy Mediation is a process by which a neutral third party (trained 

mediator) assists disputing parties to develop a mutually acceptable 
solution. Mediation is a chance for the family to sit face to face and talk 
so each side of the dispute is heard. After the problem is defined, 
solutions are created and then evaluated. Once an agreement is 
reached and signed, parties are held accountable for completing the 
agreed-upon terms of the contract. 

CONTACT Karen Arbogast 
Columbiana County FCFC Coordinator 
Columbiana County Family and Children First Council 
P.O. Box 315 
Lisbon, Ohio 44432 
(330) 424-0195, Ext. 106 
karbogast@ccmhrsb.org 
www.ccmhrsb.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Knox County  
PROGRAM NAME Knox County Alternative Center 
TARGET POPULATION High School and Middle School Students  
ISSUES ADDRESSED Truancy and Behavior Issues 
DESCRIPTION This is a program for both short term students (a replacement for out 

of school suspensions) and long term students who need an alternative 
learning environment.  Approximately 25 students earn a high school 
diploma each year.  

CONTACT Glen Marshal, Director 
Alternative Center 
900 East High Street 
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050 
(740) 393-6769 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County 
PROGRAM NAME IMPACT (Informing Marion Parents about Chronic Truancy) 
TARGET POPULATION Parents of school-aged children 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Truancy 
DESCRIPTION Parent education for parents of children at risk for truancy. Program is 

provided by North Central Ohio Education Service Center in 
collaboration with the Court. 

CONTACT Susan Kieffer, Director of Juvenile Probation 
Marion County Family Court 
222 W. Center Street 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-4057 
skieffer@court.co.marion.oh.us  
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TRUANCY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County 
PROGRAM NAME Truancy Mediation 
TARGET POPULATION Elementary and middle school students 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Truancy 
DESCRIPTION In collaboration with Family & Children First Council Truancy 

Mediation is offered as the first step toward reducing or avoiding 
truancy complaints. Court mediators volunteer their services to 
Children & Family First to provide mediation services. 

CONTACT Kelly Garrett, Director,  
Marion County Family & Children First Council 
125 Executive Drive, Suite 100 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-3075 
mcfcfc@marion.net  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County  
PROGRAM NAME IMPACT (Informing Marion Parents about Chronic Truancy) 
TARGET POPULATION Parents of School-aged children 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Truancy 
DESCRIPTION Parent Education for parents of children at risk for truancy.  Program is 

provided by North Central Ohio Education Service Center in 
collaboration with the Court. 

CONTACT Susan Kieffer, Director of Juvenile Probation 
Marion County Family Court 
222 W. Center Street 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-4057  
skieffer@court.co.marion.oh.us  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Marion County 
PROGRAM NAME Truancy Taskforce (TTF) 
TARGET POPULATION School-aged children 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Truancy 
DESCRIPTION In collaboration with all Marion Schools, MCCSB, Family & Children 

First & Family Court, the Taskforce meets to address truancy issues. 
Several programs have been developed as a result. 

CONTACT David Reed, Esq., Court Director 
Marion County Family Court 
222 W. Center Street 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
(740) 223-4060 
dreed@court.co.marion.oh.us  
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TRUANCY PROGRAMS 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Ottawa County 
PROGRAM NAME Truancy Mediation 
TARGET POPULATION Students in grades K-12 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Excessive school absences 
DESCRIPTION Informal meeting with mediator, student, parent/guardian, truancy 

officer to discuss the causes of truancy and how those problems can be 
resolved. 

CONTACT BJ Surovjak, Special Programs Coordinator 
Ottawa County Juvenile Court 
315 Madison Street 
Port Clinton, Ohio 43452 
(419) 734-7708 
surovjak@co.ottawa.oh.us 
www.ottawacountyjuvenilecourt.com 

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Scioto County – Rural 
PROGRAM NAME Truancy/Attendance Department 
TARGET POPULATION K-12 students 
ISSUES ADDRESSED Student attendance 
DESCRIPTION Provided notification to the truant student and guardians in 

conjunction with the Scioto County Juvenile Courts. 
CONTACT Brett Justice, Director 

South Central Ohio Educational Service Center 
411 Court Street 
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662 
(740) 354-0226 
bjustice@scoesc.org  

 
COUNTY/GEOGRAPHIC AREA Wayne County  
PROGRAM NAME Wayne County Truancy Prevention Mediation Program 
TARGET POPULATION Wayne County Schools’ students K-12 
ISSUES ADDRESSED  
DESCRIPTION Truancy prevention through mediation is a process that helps to find 

workable solutions to children’s truancy problems by involving parents, 
caregivers, and schools.  

CONTACT Lisa Barnett, Program Director 
Center for Restorative Justice of North Central Ohio 
201 E. Liberty Street, Suite 3 
Wooster, Ohio 44691 
(330) 459-2779 
vorp@valkyrie.net or summitrj@hotmail.com 
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